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The Challenge to Brooke FieM 


A milestonm in the growth of Brooks Field, sines 1917 an Army Fiying 
Field, was marked by on impressive creduetion exercise of Class 41-0 of 


the Air Gerps Advaneed Flying Sehool established at the Fielé 1 Jenucry 


1941. 


A press release on 85 April 1941 telie of the gale event: 


"BROOKS FIELD AIR CORPS ADVANOED FLYING SCHOOL 


Office ef the Public Relations Officer 


BESS RELEASE 
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Sroeks students were “ensouraged te keep away from the field” and to fly 
wader more normal flying cenditions, ever “geed* and “bed" territery. Finally, 
students were enseuraged te fly te several thousend feet ef altitude te prestice 
flying “where there was plenty ef reen and ne danger of sesidents." Landings 
were to come later in the course after the student-flyer had eufficient advance- 
ment to be ready. 

It wae to the successful development of this pregram that the early yeare 
of instruction et Broeks were devoted. 

"Who ehall cay that the work they did at Breeke Field was less valuable 
te their ecustry than the work of any ethers of ite sens." 


During the early aonthe of 1919, due te the diese of the war, the Gespert 
Seheel was gradually alesed dom, ead by Hay 1919 it was ne mere but ite in- 
fluense on flying training netheds was te be felt for a generation to cans. 

| 


Balleen and Airship Seheel 1919-1922 
In May 1919 « Balleen end Airship Shee] was established et Breeke Field. 
The aisaion wae to prepare lighter-then-eir pilots and ground crews in ce- 
operation with Canp deln Wise leested on the North side of San sntento. In 
ceanend, after 2h Coteder 1919, was Hajer John G. theresii.> 
The persennel to carry owt this mission was the léth Airship Company with 
& otrength ef 65 men and the Ath and 3th Balloon Companion with a strength ef 


+ Nese Goday MED Neseclery of ter Sted 1h Goto a Sherman b, 
; Nsyoa, Piala, 


Seeretary, Pilet Jeheel, Breeks 


> 
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leg during the rescue operation. Majer Generel Patriek (Deceased) cited 
hia fer his hereias. 

Again, the C-5 en ticing off also expleded. The handling guide on the 
left rear caught in the underground reil and the bag ripped open. 

Pellowing theee events, the personnel of the lighter-than-air unite was 
transferred te Scott Field, Mlinsis, 26 June 1922, no doubt because lighter- 
than-air work had not been considered a suesess. 


ey ee 


Following the elose of the Balleon and Airship Jehoel, there was estab- 
lished a Primary Flying Scheel, operated by persennel transferred from Carle 
trom and Dorr Pields. 

The first class consisted ef 183 students ef when 6), graduated. ‘There 
were two classes per year af about the same number; and the average ef 
about 46 pervent graduated. The ratio of instructors to students was about 
ene to six, ; 

In 1927 basic training wes added to prisery traia'nog; ant students took 
four northe prinary and four months basic training. Thres classes were grad- 
uated eseh year under thie progrem. Flying instruction eontimed until 20 
Osteber 1931 when, in eemplianse with Generel Order iio. 4, tne Primary Flying 
Seheol was meved to Landolph Pislc. 

Prem dune 1922, until Oetoder 1931, 5573 students reported for training, 
2297 gretasted and 186 ware bald over in the Primary and Prinery-Besie Sshecls! 
Go evaluate the work of these youre of instrustion ot the present writ- 
ing in Giff ious. Thad the sredustes besene seed Chrere there is little doubt. 
Se Satnav eh inarigh Tashan saaisiont tafornt ion fren Cops Marey Fo 


but at Readolgh Field. fren Capt. Harry ?. 
Bille, Asst. Aoet. Pest Air Inepester, Brooks 


-li- 
Fe - 
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During the 1926-1931 peried ot Breeks, esheole were conducted fer beth 
officers and enlisted men. The officers studied te be "flight surgeons", es 
they were then called, and the enlisted nen studied te be flight surgeen 
assistants, 

Colonel Bevan graduated fren this cshesl en 5 April 1927 end later cen- 
manded the Sehoel ef Aviation Medicine at Randelph Field in 1937. il) 
later Celenel Bevan became the Chief ef the Medical Division of the Air 
Cerpe in “ashingten. Celenel Bevan is new retired and resices in dan Antonio. 

In Osteber, 1951, the Sheek was trenaferred to Randelph Field (uhere it 


et4ll remains) te fellew the Amy Primary Seheol which was treasferred te 
Randelph Field in that year. 


wv 
The 1999 Plant 

To fesilitate carrying out the missions ef the curremt peried, Brooks 
Field had « pleat whieh had develeped slowly throughout the previous years. 
It consisted ef eleven hangars, ome hospital, ene sehoe) hesdquarters, ene 
gyanasion, two officers’ quarters, two non-commissioned officers quarters, 
garage, four miscellancess buildings, including Neetquarters, fire station, and 
eons large balleen hangir. ‘There were two Kasadan rummays — ens apprexinately 
9000 feet in length and the other about 3000 fect long. 

ALL buildings exept cas, the old aviation medicine school, were of & 
tenperary ccastrection—being one tery frene buildings; but the ficlé was . 
well laid owt, the baildings were of geod quality, and the landing fisld, 
though in need of inprovenent, was o large cas. It wae with tals equimant 
thet the new seheel was te commence its pregran ef traizing. 


“a 
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v 
Leesens Learned fram The Pest 


It wae from ite pest that Broeke Field and the Air Feree learned sone 
interesting lessons: Time chewed that the field was well loeated and in a 
Fegion suited to flying. Again, the majer prinsiples cf the Geepert Sye- 
tem of instruction were ehom to be sound; that istereemmunication between 
flying instructor and learner facilitated learning; that ene flying in- 
struster who fellewed a cadet all the way was better than many; that flying . 
avay fron the field end precticing fying at higher altitudes was desirebla, 
and that landings were to be practiced later rether then earlier in training. 
Meee principles learned ot Brocke, influsosed al) aviation training. 

Brooks Field aleo learned that handling nydregen-filled lighter-than-eir 
ehipe was a very difficalt preblem--se diffieult that hydrogen was hardly to 
be considered suiteble as an airship gas. 

Tt might also be said, since we are now in a struggle for survival with 
Japan, tint Brooks Field never again will demonstrate its facilities and 
equipment to Japanese aray effisers. 

As the yeare went by, the principles of treining, tried out in 1918 were 
used with eussess as « guide fer primary and besis training during the years 
1922 - 1991. ‘hie wae additional presf ef tho validity of the Geapert Ssysten. 

Beginning in 1931 Broeke Field besame an aerial ebservetion center — 
wWiAlising principles waieh hed been learned during Gerld Wer I. And it was 
these traditions that were te be passed on to fern a basis for training ob- 
servers fer verld Nar II, Tasre seme to be no explanation fer the failare 
of the ten yeare of prestice in aerial observation (1951-191) te produce « 
mere asder: set of presegeres luz aerial sescrvetisa. 
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See Foras attechet te eniing of this section. 


See Plan No, %=-2161-3300-9,4 attached te eniing of thix section. 


General 

& Aree of tetel station, seres. 
Brooks Fiel4 eocpriass 1880 seros of lend. 
Approximte eree of eirdrome, seres. 
Approximately 700 ec: -« ere inclutsd in the airérom. 


Type of soil eaage eanky, ote, - P.R.A. classification, A-1, A-2, 
ete, if aveiledle 


Type of eoil ie form eley to sendy eley. P.R.A. classification 
es A-7, 


Surfece development (bere, turfed, a type dust palliative). 
Garfece is turf on all ereas outside of runways, texiwsys ani aprons. 


General neture of terrain (velley or plateau, filet or rolling, dir- 
ection of naturel slope, swampy, ete). 


The terrain ie slightly relling with asturel slese to the southwest. 
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* (See schedule at the end of this Sesticn). 
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% Section IV 
* amliary Fislcs 
E 
1. Designation Breeke fi Breoke f2 Broeks #3 Brooks #4 Brooks #§ 
2. Qperations 
So army Arey army ary Arey 
@ Municipal Airport Me Rs » Ls) Ko 
&. Airline distance 
ee 18.3 e285 MA 19.8 mt 28.3 Mi 27. 
Mein Base . S-AS°-AOL BE S-12-45'ow = -29°-20'- S15 BOS°220'-" 
6. Highway distanee te 
Main 3aee 22 Mi 6m 3m b Aa Rm 
7. Type of aceces road Bitunineus Caliche tumineus Biturinous 
ba ons hy _ ova 
landing-é 499 200 
9. Gevt. omed or = ng sie 
leaped leased — Lezeed Leased Gort .caned 
Baro. total xet.cf cove. 
investment land=-s 4n-Rental An~Rental 


Leased 
2,086.00. 3as-0 seaoh-ks 99,0510" 
12. Sen.Kature Terrain 5,430.0 slaaa mi. 2itb-t Valley 
h. Brief statenent as to possible availability of sdcitimal auxiliary field sites. 
Other sites for Landing fields are available within the rance of existing fields 


| 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED 


SECTION YZ 
Housing Fecilitier, Recrectional ent Velfere Fecilities 


The first portion of thie section (peragrephs 1, 2) will consist of incl- 
oaed Form “dousing Feeilities". See attached sheet et ending of this sectien. 


3. Post recrestionsl eni welfare facilities. 
(1) Reereation buildings (Type TRB-1, ABET, ete) 


(a) One RBET recreation BMc. No. 868 for £.M, Physical Treining 
alse 15 Squadron €ey rooms, 


(>) Benger #16 (Terlé Wer #1 structure) hes been remodeled to 
a Gymesiua for officers very ap:roxiaately 7980 Sq, Ft. Gy. 
fleor erea with showers ani lockers in lean-to on the Bldg. 


(e¢) Hospital Reerestion BMg. 311, Type M-1 conteining 5616 
(2) Officers elud 


(3) BM Service Clubs 
(ea) Bldgs. SE See 20 SES SOM. tains Ch 


rooms, Dencé floor, Refrechasnte end Bowling. 
10000 aq. ft. thes cha pantcdes dss. Clud. 


te arses Hefttes on the aorth west e sane HRT He Ele tive” 
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feces for sprayed atr. The thestre hes seatin» capecity for 
360 zen. 


Chapels 


(a) Bailding #209 ie the Post Chapel, Type CH-l, seating 
362 pergons, Constructed of wood, S5li sq. ft. floor ares. 


Post Exchance fecilitiaes 


(a) Building £28 world wer 1 structure comprizing 5554 sq.ft. 
4a the main Post Exehenge of Brooks Field. The flocr aee 

8684 sq. ft, conteins also the gemrel offices of the Post Tz- 
ehonge., Sem: wrehouse facility and a five chair Barber Shop. 


(bv) Buildine $67 « world war 1 structure ie © Branch Post 
Exohange leested in the Cadet are. This structure is eir 
ventilloted, coxprising 2727 aq. ft. of floor eres. 


(eo) Building (206 A.T.0,. structure type M-72 (Build for « 
Meas Hall) hes bem temporarily designated ené used as a 
Branch Post Exchange in the Air Carpe defense group eonteining 
1800 eq. ft. floer eres, Lecated in the north west corner of 
the cenp, approximately 1 mile from th: sain Post fixer nge. | 


(4) Building #202 is used for Branch Post ixe ange in =.M, 
erea, Construction Type A-8, containing 1887 aq. ft. A fou- 
Btain is in connection. 


List other pertinent special fecilitices. 


(a) Building 445 e world wer 1 structure is prtly ued fo 
Ref Croes work, This Red Gross activity is under the Net- 
fonel Reé Crosse edvis@. Fleor eres of :his structure is 

2244 oc. ft. : 


4. Swimeing pools (brief outline of number, size ani usege; also state- 
ment es to conerel quality and cvailebility of s<equete weter supply. 


(a) BM. pool, Bldg. #36:. Lecated in the north center of cant- 
omnent area, is reniforeed concrete design, 50'-0"x120'<0"-2'=0" 
doep at shallow end emi 6°-0" doop © deep end, “his pool is used by 
white B.%. end Offices, Water supply is edequete (eity mins). — 
Water is circulseted and ehlorinated in the pool. A bath house for 
_ man ani women is evai lable, 


(be) Be. (Colored) pool, Bldg. f@1 located in center of centonmont 
eves Peinforee’d cenerete strusture, 30'<0" z 70'-0"%-8'-0" deep at 
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shellow end ani 8'<0" deep & desp end, This pool is used by eol- 
ored troops. Alequate water gp ly is evaileble fron al ty “eins. 
A vethouse fer asn end womn is availebdle, 


@ 5. Beier outline of pertinent rearesti nal facilities mot included in list 
above. 


(a) Ome standard sige Base Ball Ciemon’, with grand stand for epectat- 
ors, seeempéating 550 persons is in com ection, also fow Tennis 
Courts (stendardé) 2 esch of asphalt eni concrete comtruction, Thres 
athletic fields (stenderu) are evaileble, 1 exch for %.™. and Off- 
ieoers end wlered, Archery is available. HA0’s ure the above fee- 
ilities, 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS AS Bee, LAW EO 13526 


THIS PACE IS UNCLASSIFIED 


CUTIES NEARBY 
haae 
San Antonio, Bexar Co., Texas 
Population 


253,854 — (census of 1940). (Chember of Cowserce 1944 clains 
412,905. 


Approximate £ white population 
Eetinated and assumed approximately 55%. (This does not include Mexicans. ) 


Airline distance from center of city to station 

Very approximately - 6 niles. 

Direction 

Brooks Field lies South to Southeast of San Antonio. 
Highway distance, miles 

City te Brooks Field, very approximately 7 miles. 
crenepartetion to eity (bus, RR, taxi, strectcar, etc.) 
City Sus Service extends to Brooks Field. 


Probable ettitade of citizens toward utilisation of station as permanent 
base (favorable, indifferent, unfavorable). 


Brooks Field is a permanent camp. 
General recreational facilities available in city (good, fair, poor). 


Yes. San Antonio's recreational facilities are used by Stinson Field, 
Kelly Field, Randolph Field, City Arsenal, Ft. Sam Houston, and others. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


ee nme awe ey eee 


THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED 


SECTION VIII" 
Transportation apd Communication 


Railroads (name, distance ad direction from station). 


a. Siding at station (Yes or no) Nearest. siding (Capacity, 
road, distance to station) 


San Antonie has three (3) main railroads, nmely, Southern Pacific, 
Missouri Pacific, and Missouri-Kansas & Texas, also other sualler 
lines. All lines have freight stations at the city terminals, 
approximately 7 alles North to Northwest from Brooks Field. 


Address for L.C.L. shipment. 


L.C.L. shipments would be addressed Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, 
notify Brooks Field, Brooks Field P.0., Texas. 


Brooks Field has a spur track fron the Southern Pacific lines of 
1.44 miles. This spur is from the main line, adjacent, west, fron 
Brooks Field. 


Mein highways, (highway numbers, type, distance and direction from station). 


Wuaber of telephone circuits (trunk lines) to field. 


Sixteen trunk Lines serve Brooks Field Telephone Exchange (Bldg. 7133) 
whieh hee switch boards to accommodate 400 circuits. 


Location and distance to Comercial Exchange (tom-niles). 


Southwestern Bell Telephone Main Exchange Building is lecated in 
San Antonio 7 miles from Brooks Field. 


Number of circuits installed on field. 
See Section 3b above, 
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£ 1. Weather-reperting service at airperts (Ies or no). 


[Ee 
i 


jiije 
id! 
i 


or no) - Yes cosongeny Poem Hours or 
Operated by (Céd~immy-lavy). 


Weather data sinse station in operation, 
(See echedule attached to end of this Section) 


eather te 
operation - 


Rainfall by months inches, 
(See sehecule attached to end of this Section) 
Pog conditions by months day night. 
(See sehedule attached to emi of this Section). 
Flying hours lest by sonthe due te fog, rein, snow, ice. 


hours month, under CAA Stendard of Flight. Lew 
cellace secuencines Pedabes weedy teal bavenen Pioring achnth 


Snowfall by months. 

Wil - (See eehedale attached to end ef this Sestion). 
Prequensy of demaging hailsterns or hurricanes, 

Que Hurrivane (Sept. 1942), in past five years. 


atl 
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Mission. The specific mission of this group was to perform all 
second and third echelon maintenance at their given station and supply 
all activities at this station with AAP equipment. At the activation 
of the Sub-Depot, it was an independent unit ettached to the field for 
the purpose of performing the necessary maintenance. It was directly 
under the comand of the mother Depot at Kelly Field. Its relationship 
with the bese was to serve all activities. 


Activation. The Sub-Depot for assignment te Brooks Field was sc- 
tivated on 10 April 194], as per General Order #1, dated 28 April i911, 
The original cadre was composed of personnel trained at the San Antonic 
Air Service Command for the activation of this Sub-Depet. Inasmuch as 


this cadre was thoroughly trained and especially qualified for Sub-Depot 
work, there were no apparent difficulties attending the activation. 


4 
MAJOR ACTIVITISS 
Supply. The mission of Sub-Depot Supply was to furnish supplies and 
equipment peculiar to the Army Air Forces. In order to accomplish this 
mission, it was necessary to preeure and maintain a sufficient stock of 
spare parte, repair mterials, teols, and equipment. 
Pestlities now available fer the Sub-Depot Supply inelude 45,53h 
square feet of storage space, approximate) y-100,000 gallons fuel storage, 
' and approximately 39,000 gallons oil storage. Several distinstive pro- 
eodures were established te accomplish the mission of this departasnt. 
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Radio Shop eame under kis jurisdietione The Sub-Depet Zigne] Sectioa then 


consisted entirely of supply functions and the Sub-Lepot Signal Officer 
became the Post Signal Property Officer, holding eaecountability for ell 
signal property on the field, both airborne and ground. 


1ir 
PERS ORN EL 


Types and Sourees. The Sub-Depot has always consisted mainly of civ- 
ilian employees, howsver « few enlisted personnel have, from tine to tine, 
trained in the Sub-Depot. These civilians have been under the leadership 
of an officer, usually a pilot. in order that he might test the airplanes 
conpleted by the Sub-Depot. In the becinning, the Sub-Depot consisted 
almost entirely of mle employees but, credually, more women were sent to 
take over the jobs of mene 

The original cadre consisted of siaty-five (65) well-trained person- 
nel, This was increased until, at one tine, the Sub-Depot had e personnel 
strength of approximately 516 employees. The number employed at this tine 
is approximately 472. 

Health and Nedical Care. All injuries were treated at the Station 
Hospital until 19143, et which time, the Sub-Depot set up a First Aid Room 
with a registered nurse in attendance. She treated all minor injuries and 
only the serious cases were sent to the Hospital. This saved mush time 
and the employee wae able to be back on the job in a matter of a few min- 
utes. In 19lk, the Station Hospital made lock jaw shots available for the 
civilian employees. These were administered by the nurse, and were to pre- | 
vent an employee's taking the serum when he was injured. In this way, the 
employee would not lose time fron work because of sickness. 
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Taken, Noveaber 1943 
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sub—Jepot Hangar and Aireraft Shor 
Taken 15 February 1944 


Drafting Department 
Taken 17 Deceaber 1943 
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in total population of the field continued during 
March. It was d zased by 177, or 4.5 & Yet, as far as military 
sonnel was concerned, both officers and men exceeded the authorized 
Civilians were sli tl; under the quota. The problem of reduction of 


f still remained at the end of Larch, for the field was then over 


: Fi ‘s os 17 
Among the officers, most of the surplus was pilots. 


All squadron histories, prepared by squadron historical officers, 


following questionnaire by topics. These were studied, 


id essential information recorded was written into the record as reported 


reports will be the last from squadrons, as such, for 


relieved from assignment to current units at Brooks 


and assigned, effective 2359, 30 April 1944, to the 2510th AAF Base 


Unit (Pilot School Adv-25) Brooks Field, Texas, and sections specified 


18 eee > : 
ffective 0001 CuT 1 liay 1944. The following sections were set 


+ 


Unit headquarters Section 
Section A - Administration and Service 
Section 3 = Training and Operations 


Data from "Summary of Statistical Reports," March 1944, prepared by the 
Statistical Officer. 

Authority: TC Memorandum 20-5 Hg, AAFIC Ft Worth, Texas 1 April 1944 
and General Orders No”. 14, Hq AAFTC Ft. Worth, Texas, 14 April 1944. 
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FLYING HOURS 


ADVANCED TWIN ENGINE TRAINING 
FLYING HOURS PER AIRPLANE 


SOURCE 
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FLYING HOURS PER 
SUPERVISORY & CHECK PILOT FLYING HOURS-ALL OTHER PILOTS 
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Class 44-J Marches to Graduation 
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USTRAITR 


War Information and Education Center 


War Information Display 
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Convalescent Training at Station Hospital 


Chemical Warfare Training at Brooks 
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Presentation of Medal by Col. C.H. Childre 
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From Atop Brooks Field Aircraft Shops 
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An Overseas Ambulance Plane Lands at Alamo Field 


(A "War Weary" Arrives) 
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616th AAP Band Serenades Headquarters 


Section "B" Football Champs of 1944 
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Modification of "War Weary" 
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Brooks Field, Texas. 


NEW ADMINISTRATIVE HEAD— 
Lt. Col. Weldon A. Steinmann holds 
the important Deputy for Admin- 
istration and Services post, formerly 
held by Lt. Col. Henry G. Barrett. 
Lt. Col. Steinmann held same post 
at Garden City, Kans., where he was 
stationed for 25 months. 


Saturday, Dec. 30, 1944 


NEW HOSPITAL CHIEF — As- 
signed to the post as Acting Post 
Surgeon this week was Lt. Col. 
Martin P. Hunter, whe arrived from 
the Garden City Air Base, Kansas, 
where he served in the same capa- 
city, Col. Hunter takes over duties 
of Lt. Col. Robert W. Lowrey. 


Army Fights Price Hikes 


Men at Brooks who suffer at the hands of profiteers taking 
advantage of scarce merchandise and apartments now have an 


ally. 
has been authorized by a War De- 
partment circular to fight all viola- 
tions of ceiling prices against mili- 
tary personnel and their families. 

Capt. Harbin promises quick and 
thorough prosecution of rent-gougers 
and price-chiselers. 

“Demand sales slips and receipts 
on all purchases.” the ration officer 
urged. “Ceiling prices must be 
posted in conspicuous places in all 
stores. If the dealer won't show you 
his ceiling prices, report that fact 


(Continued on Page 6) 


The Post Ration Office, headed by Capt. Lester L. Harbin, 


Free Movies Weekly 
At Information Center 
Free movies every Wednesday night 


are now a permanent feature at the 
War Information Center, Bldg. 24. 


Next Wednesday's show includes re- 


leases from MGM, Warner Bros., Co- 
lumbia and RKO—which just about 
covers Hollywood. Information 
Please, guest-starring John Gunther, 
a Bob Benchley short, and a release 
on Italy are on the program. 


14 4 i 
/ 


Clubs Schedule 
Parties to Greet 
The New Year 


“Ring out the old, ring in the new” 
will be the slogan. The place—both 
NCO Clubs and the Service Center. 
The time—Sunday night, New Year's 
Eve. It will be a gala night if the 
club entertainment committees have 
their say. 

The NCO Club is making plans for 
a New Year's party that will outdo 
anything the club has had this year, 
according to Cpl. Frank R. Galusha, 
entertainment chairman. Two top- 
notch bands have been secured to 
make the party a big success. The 
Brooks Field Yardbirds and the 
Browneats will alternate during the 
night's festivities, scheduled to start 
at ten o'clock and last until ‘way into 
the a. m. Plenty of noisemakers. 
confetti, and a swell floor show are 
promised. 

At the Negro NCO Club a party 
is scheduled that should be bang-up. 
Fun and entertainment is in store 
for all who attend, Cpl. Eugene Cole- 
man, club president, declares. 

A “watch” party is planned by 
Mary Lou Owen at the Service Cen- 
ter Sunday night. There will be re- 
freshments, funmakers, confetti, and 
yes, plenty of purtee girls. Everyone 
is invited to attend. Tuesday night. 
the Service Center will hold its regu- 
lar dance, with the Brooks Field Or- 
chestra on hand. 


WD Orders Transfer 
Of 80,000 to AGF 


WASHINGTON (CNS)—Transfer 
to the Army Ground Forces of 55,000 
enlisted men from the Army Air 
Forces and 25,000 men from the Army 
Service Forces has been ordered by 
the War Department (BPR release 
14 December 1944) “to provide, in 
part, qualified personnel where the 
need is greatest.” The men being 
transferred are those “fully qualifted 
physically for combat duty, whose 
places can be filled by others not so 
qualified.” 

“Men transferred will not lose 
grades or ratings held by them as 
a result of such transfer,” the WD 
said. Among personnel not affected 
by the change are key specialists, 
combat crew members, men in com- 
bat erew training and those with va- 
rious specialized technical skills not 
readily replaceable. 
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New Brooks Group 


Takes Off For 
infantry Training 


Thirty more Brooksmen took off 
this week to replace men who fail to 
meet the physical requirements of in- 
fantrymen. Filling the physical, MOS 
and enlistment requirements that 
were necessary, the following men 
were transferred in grade: 

Off to Camp Howze, Texas: From 
the 616th Band, Cpl. William F. Doar. 
From Section A, Sgt. Felix F. Dona- 
hue, Sgt. Lavaille R. Keyser, Pfc. 
Leonard Marton and Pyt. Jack M. 
Sorrell, From Section B, Sgt. George 
W. Klaverenga. 

From Section C, First Sgt. Edward 
J. Fohl, S) Sgt. Robert W. Randolph, 
Sgt. Daniel E. Hoffman, Cpl. Charles 
F. Barbera, Jr.. Cpl. Frank E. Big- 
gerstaff, Cpl. Edwin H. Cauble, Cpl. 
Thomas W. Jenkins, Cpl. Alden C, 
Pettengill, Cpl. Marvin C. Ruud, Cpl. 
Clemence Wasowiak and Pfc. Leonard 
H. Weiss. 

From Section E, Sgt. Vernon W. 
Callison, Cpl. Robert F. Davis, Cpl. 
Jesse C. Gilley, Cpl. Edward L. Hen- 
don, Cpl. Harold H. Langner, Cpl. 
Glenn E. Loring, Cpl. Ort Meinecke, 
Cpl. Wayne V. Muchmore. 

Transferred to Camp Livingston, 
La.: Cpl. Wesley H. Winant of See- 
tion A, and S/Sgt. Harry Morrison 
of Section C. From Section E, Sgt. 
William Schwaber, Pfe. Narciso Ra- 
mirez and Pvt, Lynn W. Ray. 


CiS Vets Total 
5000 Combat Trips 


Records of the current class of 
TB-25 CIS students at Brooks reveal 
that over 72 per cent are combat 
returnees with a total of more than 
5000 combat missions to their credit. 

Representing every theater of op- 
erations in World War II, these vet- 
eran flyers are holders of virtually 
every AAF decoration in existence. 
Nine are known to have been 
awarded the Purple Heart, and eight 
to have been shot down over enemy 
territory; some of the latter group, 
captured by the enemy, managed to 
escape back to Allied forces. 

With “approximately 130” missions 
in the Southwest Pacific, Capt. James 
W. Reddington appears to top the 
list. Twice awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, and seven times the 
Air Medal, he got 9 Zeros. 


De Sylva Band Plays 
At New Year's Party 


Good dance music, a sparkling floor 
show and a gay crowd toasting the 
New Year are booked for Sunday 
night at the Municipal Auditorium. 
Dick de Sylva’s 15-piece Hotel So- 
ciety Orchestra from New York City 
will help you dance the new year in. 
Tickets are $2 each. The American 
Legion 40 and & club is sponsor. 


Picture Frame Lost 

Believed lost on the 11 a. m. bus to 
Brooks Monday, is a treasured tan 
leather picture frame, five by eight 
inches, containing two colored photos. 
Pvt. David McLean, Section I, offers 
a reward for return. 


t 


Quiz Teams Enter 


Semi-Final Round 


The inter-section quiz tournament, 
hard hit by transfers of team mem- 
bers, will move along into the semi- 
final round Tuesday night at the War 
Information Center with four teams 
taking part. New semi-finalists are 
the Wacs. who wen on forfeit from 
Section F when the latter had sev- 
eral quiz-kids shipped, and On-the- 
Line trainees, similar winners by de- 
fault over Section C. They join the 
Medics and Section A, previous win- 
ners, 

Paired for Tuesday's mental bouts 
are: Wacs vs. OLT, and A vs. E. 


FOR A VICTORIOUS NEW YEAR . .. Synonymous with the V for victory 


is the New Year which ends with this victorious symbol. 


Pert and pretty 


Mrs. Wanda Vaughan, employed in the File Room at headquarters and 
sister-in-law of Capt. Dale R. Lowther, greets the New Year in the tradi- 


tional American manner for Observer patrons. 


Page Three 
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JANUARY—The year opened with news it was empty for the first time si ont 
Brooks was te be one of nree airfields and guands pet ap a big sign—*Vacant 
to pionrer training cadets in B-25s. Billy lhwray!” . PLM mide its bew down 

Mitchells were flown in, and their twin- om the line... OLT nen arrived April 25 

wks 
3 MAY—A new return address made its ap- 
prerance on envelopes mailed by Brooks- 
$ 251th tuse Unit (Pilot School 
i . Brook 
one wWallowed in the stuff... Negro mess 
sqtumiren took over KP. 

FEBRUARY—A mobile school for 8-25 me- 
chanics made its appearance February 14, ¢ . w 
and our mechanics py: oa im... Sat. Colored beauty winner was Miss 

Iw e first ¥ Maynard, chosen by the Ink Spots . 


JUNE—Veteran Brooksman Lt. Col. William 
laces ¢ Mt. M. Estes Jr. as 
. A first-wid wining ane verations chief, the hatter 
1 S owas inter- uss i a « SoSs 
rupted by « commotion «a private in the 

first row had fainted, 1 de y of 
MARCH—Swaggering onto the field came Slap- #250 for a new methed af running magne's 
happy Maxie Baer, with Frank Mellugh in soins. -: « ad, oh yes, Shere was the 
tow, putting on a swell show . . . It didn't wise saat te of an invasion of Fran 
rid. ‘when no fess than 3H iy interest Gis ut Brooks. [t happened Jute 
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contest... 2 *. £ TO 
ai” contest onendl with & Hana. Brooks Field’s future see ince 
APRIL—Brooks had a new €.0. April 3—Col. but we have a hunch this grand ol 
\. lL. Bump . . . The first class of 1-25 level . . sce " en 
cadets stepped up for beng commis. Geveloping Keen-eyed young men int: 
sions April % 2... Our hep Post Orchestra ? : oy _ f 2 is Jess uy 
was shipped to radio mechatics sehool, but srooks: today- Our future is lk ss a 
a new hand was formed Fromm Military ital still doing a job in the war agains( 
ersonine oo yw » the veteran ar s .. $. } 2 
: a Cane a Hack from the Gineadhouse- bit closer to these enemies than int 


Cpl. Hormke Proud Foto, For the Cha. 
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Highlight f ‘44 

wa 1$ jammed the Ree Park for a considered by mess offieer . 2. OL 
July ith celebration . » The GI Bill of Reinders brought a coveted hener to Brooks 
Rights passed Congress, making us all happy Winning all-round sheet shoot elmamiplan- 
; rooks set a new flying hours record ship in Ohin . . The Arnis crite ead he 
The 5 A : 


tor Hoi... pees mobilization ploms te ” 
umd the Medles set the downfall, sat Drooksmven ¥ 
I) percent, winning a tribute from Col, civi duds . ‘ 

Bump . . . Processing began a new PLM »S we 

systean. headed by Lt. Hebert krit, and a Ww pinvofts . . Married E ere haupps 

ven arrived for “Gr the Salty” galore at tews. thew could ration separatels 

; OCTORER—Cadet program frozen for five 

weeks 2... New EM Council formu to pro- 

terlainuwent 2) heard 6th 

t Scottish Rite Cathedral 

AUGUST—lt was hot at Brooks in August, ~~. New tn cadets arrives for tive 

maintenance men were hotter, again weeks of Heo nin 


x - at 5 
hours per x : : 
Fe ee Who) NOVEMBER—A creat Night of Champions en- es wo. Sect Sergeants . 
atten “hein 7 ee 1) ertained over ot) at EM gyi. with plenty . . . 
aodica coceeek’ Me Or te nase soars tp "Curtain Barracks; 
“ever a . u a mm. amd Hrooksmen du veep ar 
Vee Hthikire, . + Thanksgiving Dinuce was terrific... eo! Gls Are Jealous 
: yes wen * i - = 
SEPTEMBER—Sec. © handed wings to 275 ee Pag iri Ree eo 
EM, now flying with their B-25s . . . Brooks < 
" vraine as leader in Gi insurance amos 
.. The Observer polled the DECEMBER—We had a new Post Adjutant in 
yess ball, and suggestions were la. Willard J. Markell . i resulotion 


UTURE 
rtai the year draws to an end, 


1 field will always have a part in 

» Army pilots. As for the gang at : diate Cutare Centr 

wcertain, 1945 will surely find us) typo Sen Oe en took, ont “for Tatan 

our Nation’s enemies—perhaps a — try, Buld, Frederick and points cast, west 
and merth os toned as eelehrated and 


. - . . a "~ + v 
he past year, but still doing a job. the New Year. pushing bail: petri id. 
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Wac Hoopsters 
Down Ft. Sam 
For First Win 


Our gals went and did it. Flash- 
ing a brand of basketball which 
showed they have learned plenty from 
recent defeats, Field Waes 
handed Ft. Sam Houston’s Personnel 
Center a 23-13 trouncing Wednesday 
night at Ft. Sam’s court. 

Outstanding for Brooks Field were 
its guards, Johnson, Nelson and Hice. 
Substitutes Banscoy and the Demp- 
sey sisters did well too, at the rear 
positions. 

Scoring ace for Brooks (only for- 
wards score in girls basketball) was 
Keathley. with five field goals for a 
total of ten points. Elnora Smith 

sank three field goals and a foul try 
@: seven, and Emma Smith dropped 

hree two-pointers to complete the 
Brooks totals. 


‘ 
srooks 


No Terror for Civilians 

LONDON (CNS)—Surrender to 
the Allies will hold no special terrors 
for the German civilians, London 
broadcasts piped into Germany are 
emphasizing. 


- teams 


THIS 


OpssERVER 
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Inter-Mural, OLT Leagues 
Postponed by Shipments 


Iriter-Mural and On-the-Line bas- 
ketball at Brooks Field came to a halt 
in the middle of hot tournaments this 
week because of uncertain conditions 
at the field. Struggling to continue 
the leagues despite shipments of key 
players on almost all teams, the P.T. 
Dept. finally had to give up, Lt. Lyle 
Poyzer explained. and wait till the 
field is stabilized once again. 
Although plans must still remain 
indefinite, Lt. Poyzer announced that 
new leagues will be established as 
long as there are men who want to 
play ball. But to avoid forfeits by 
that are disrupted by ship- 
ments, he said, “it will be better off 
if we wait a week or so and see what 


FRONT-RUNNERS ALL SEASON and undefeated in four games are these 


men of Barracks 182, only unbeaten team in the OLT league. 


Front row, 


left to right: Owen Cope, J. K. Davis, Bob Hemphill. E. C. Armentrout. 
Back row: Rudy York, Mort Greenwood, Charles Dougherty, captain; Bill 


Holland and Richard Guthrie. 


teams are available.” 

Teams which could not play out 
their schedules include both Flying 
Officer quintets, the Radio-QM team 
and many OLT teams. Riddled by 
shipments also but probably able to 
field teams in the near future are the 
Medies, who lost three key players. 
and the Band, also hard hit. 


Varsity Quintet 
To Open Season 


Brooks will field a varsity basket- 
ball team, the P.T. Dept. has an- 
nounced. The decision was reached 
Thursday following a meeting of 
Army League officials Thursday 
morning. when it was agreed that 
the basketball tournament will be 
carried out. 

Practice for Brooks hoopsters be- 
gan Friday night in preparation for 
the opening game against San Mar- 
eos this Thursday at San Marcos. 
Returning for league play are veter- 
ans Bill Chandler, Doe Morgan and 
Maurie Gray. 


Send-off Party 
For Lt. Holmes 


P.T. department officers and en- 
listed men gathered Wednesday night 
at the Old South Cafe in town for a 
warm send-off party for Lt. Joe 
Holmes, veteran P.T. director, who 
has left Brooks for Lubbock Army 
Airfield. 

Lt. Holmes, associated with condi- 
tioning men at Brooks for three years 
as civilian and officer, expressed re- 
gret at not being able to personally 
bid good-bye to his many friends in 
a letter to the Observer. 


Thirteen for One 

PACIFIC (NS) — Thirteen-for- 
one is the Yank-Jap ratio in the Pa- 
cific. Latest reports show that U. 5S. 
troops have killed at least 277,000 
Jap soldiers, while there have been 
21,000 American fatalities. 


Page Seven 
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Such Interesting People . . . 


Champ Bowler, 


By Set. Dave Jones 

Former newspaperman, sportsman 
and leader in Civie affairs is W/O 
Charles D. Treuter, now Asst. Per- 
Affairs, and Asst. Personnel 
officer here. Treuter has 
ink in his veins, having de- 
voted over twenty-four years to the 
fourth estate om the San Antonio 
Light. working his way up from copy 
boy to promotion and classified ad- 
vertising manager of the paper prior 
to his entry into the AAF in Septem- 
ber, 1942. He's probably better 
known as the Texas State bowling 
champ of “41 and ‘42. 

His memoirs of newspaper 
would fill a volume. but most out- 
standing in his memory is the time 
in 1930 when he made the first news 
broadcast over what is new radio 
station KTSA. 

“Radio was in its infancy in those 
days; you never knew whether your 
voice would be heard or not. We 
made our news broadcasts from the 
editorial rooms. Many of our fa- 
mous commentators today got their 
start from those early broadcasts. 
Radio in those days was a regular 
three-ri_g circus, with various sta- 
tions trving to use Barnum and Bai- 
ley tactics to interest the erystal cir- 
euit of early radio enthusiasts,” Mr. 
Treuter stated. 

W/O Treuter attended St. Mary's 
University here, played baseball, bas- 
ketball. football and tennis. He holds 
over 59 trophies in bowling, includ- 
ing two for the State championship, 
and the City championship four times 


sonal 
J rer he 

Services 
printers’ 
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Civic Leader 


W. 0. CHARLIE TREUTER 


He is chairman of 
Day celebration 
inactive title of 

of the American 


—the last in “41. 
the annual Bowlers 
here, and holds the 
Executive Director 
Bowling Congress. 
Active in first Red Cross and 
War Fund drives here in the present 
war, Mr. Treuter spent 10 months re- 
eruiting WACs in ‘43 and “44. He 
sparked the Sixth War Lean drive 
here at Brooks and helped put the 
field over its goal. Matter of fact, 
Charlie achieves all his goals. 


the 


Great Opera Stars On Symphony Program 


Opening with Jose Iturbi as guest 
artist for the January 6 concert, the 
San Antonio Symphony Orchestra an- 
nounces a winter season of musical 
events which rivals Metropolitan 
music center offerings this year. High 


Male Call by Milton Caniff. creator of 


Miss LACE THEY TELL T WELL, THATS 
} ME YOU HAVEN'T BEEN | MIGHTY WHITE 
SEEN AZOUND WITH ~/ OF YOU, GENERAL! 
MANY MARINES —S0 \ —FIND YOURSELF 
1 THOUGHT I'D COME | A BATTLE STATION 
ALONGSIDE AND GIVE ] WHILE Tio To. 7 FLL 
yOu A BREAK... REPEL BOARDERS 4 LOS 


point of the seasonal repertoire will 
be four grand opera performances on 
Feb. 20, 22, 24 and 25, featuring Met- 
ropolitan Opera stars in “La Bo- 
heme,” “I Pagliacci” and “Cavalleria 
Rusticana.” 


“Terry and the Pirates 


SHALL WE GET DOWN 
TO LASHIN’ LIPS 
EIGHT AWAY= OF 
WOULD YOU WANT \ & 


ME TO GNE YOU A 


NON MY FLUFE 


LESSEE - 
THERE Was Tar) 


TRIM BM IN CAGO 
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ONCE OVER THE 
FIELD 


By Set. Bernard Stepensky 


INFANTRY SHIPMENTS moved 
some pretty-alright guys from Brooks 
this week, including Ed Fohl, Top- 
Kick of massive Sec. C, Ed handled 
the roughest EM job on the field like 
it was easy. The doughfeet get a 
good man... Also to the Infantry 
went the heart and guts of the Medics" 
baskethall team, leading the league 
when they left... Negro NCO Club 
had a big shindig Wednesday night, 
strictly formal, to honor newly-weds 
Set. James Sowells and Joyce Daw- 
Sowells, now stationed in the 
East, may be remembered as the lad 
who broke 100 with the tommy-gun 
on our range last year. 


son, 


HOT FROM NEW GUINEA con 
a clipping out of “Guinea Signal,” a 
swell little paper for the boys there, 
showing that Bob Delgado, one-time 
Brooks Golden Gloves star, is still 
punching. Bob’s listed on a boxing 
show ... Cpl. Fram LaBrusciano of 
the Post Office almost had a fit the 
other day when he caught a glimpse 
of one of his twin brothers in Orien- 
tation film of western front. Trou- 
ble is, Fram doesn’t know WHICH 
twin it was, Photo Section is blow- 
ing up negative to let him take a 
good long look. 


REMEMBER? 


In January, 1939, less than wine Me 
months before his armies marched 
into Poland, Hitler declared in a 
speech: “The German nation has 

no feeling of hatred toward Eng- 
land, America or France; all it 
wants is peace and quiet.” 


Bust 


bl Don'T TAKE ITS0 HARD, 
PARD...I WONT TELL A 
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Brooks Field, Texas 


Famed B’way 
Stage Show 
To Play Here 


Can’t Take It With 
You,” the Broadway 
play and not a new AR, will 


“You 
famous 


be presented at the Recreation 
Hall, Bldg. 127, 
at 8:15 by the 
Community Players. 


February 26, 


San Antonio 


The story of a family of in- 
dividualists who can take up 
ballet dancing, make fireworks. 


Caravan Show Off 


Contact Caravan, GI show 
which was scheduled to perform 
for Brooks military personnel 
Saturday night, will not be 
shown here as planned. Per- 
sonnel Services was notified 
that a revised schedule forced 
the cancellation. 


keep snakes for pets and take 
the saxophone out of the closet 
when they get the urge should 
be an interesting period tale for 


GIs. “Grandpa” can even sug- 
gest a solution for the Income 
Tax problem if there are any 
$1500-a-year-men among us. 

Starring a number of profes- 
sional actors now in the Army, 
the show was first presented at 
the San Pedro Playhouse in 
town and is now touring Army 
Camps through the cooperation 
of the National Defense Recre- 
ation and Service Committee of 
San Antonio. 

It is a hilarious tale of the 
Syecamor family who, in trying 
to live as they like, get involved 
with G-Men, Internal Revenue 
Collectors and a Grand Duchess 
of Russia. It should make for 
an enjoyable evening. 


Dimes Total $641.65 


March of Dimes collections at 
Brooks Field reached a total of 
$641.65, W/O. Charlie Treuter, 
in charge of the drive, has an- 
nounced. The bulk of donations 
were made at the Post Theater, 
while the President’s Ball net- 
ted much of the remainder. 


Saturday, Feb. 10, 194V 


Typical , Wac Found Here; 
Perfect Except for Shoe 


The Army Quartermasters’ 
Corps, after making an exten- 
sive survey of the Wacs from 
Maine to Florida, compiled the 
measurements of the typical 
woman soldier, Here’s how the 
average Wac “shapes up” ac- 
cording to their statistics: 


She stands five foot four 
inches high, weighs 128 pounds, 
has a waist circumference of 
26'» inches, wears a 22 hat 
size, slips her foot into a 6B 
shoe, a size 7 glove, and her 
ankles are encased in size 9's 
rayons. 


Our Observer reporter can- 
vasse’ the entire Wac cdetach- 
ment here at Brooks and found 
that one of our Wacs fits the 
physical characteristics de- 
termined by the survey. She is 
pretty Pvt. Genevieve Roane, of 
the base photo section. 

Genevieve is five foot four 
inches tall, weighs 128 pounds, 
wears a 22 size hat, a size 7 
glove, is 26's inches around the 
waist and her rayons are size 
9',. The only difference between 
Pvt. Roane and the average 
Wac’s standard of beauty is 
that she wears a size 8 shoe in- 
stead of a 6. 


Pvt. Roane is 22 years old. 
Her home is in New York City 


CIS Bull-Session Report 


PFC. GENEVIEVE ROANE 


and she is married to Sgt. Ed- 
ward Roane, a co-worker at the 
photo section. They met here 
at Brooks. 


CIS Group 
Takes Over 


PLM Setup 


A new set-up for Produc:i 
Line Maintenance was in e fect 
at Brooks Field Wedne ‘a: 
morning when Central Ins 
tors’ School officers and 
listed men took over the 
agement of PLM. 

Under the new superv? 
changes Capt. Harry W. C!«: 
son is Supervisor of Ma 
nance; Lt. Jack H. Kimbro, Pi. 
Officer, W/O Roy P. Vall. 
Technical Inspector and t 
Louis F. Hagan, Ist Ech« 
Maintenance Officer. Capt 
Clarkson announced that M Set 
Thomas J. Walsh would be \C 0 
in charge of all maintet.crc 
and M/Sgt. Ben Cavanaugh, 
line chief for operations. 

Capt. Clarkson, statione: at 
Randolph Field in various ‘fi 
cial capacities, will have chars: 
of all maintenance, operations 
and technical inspections 

Enlisted mechanics arrived 
here Wednesday morning from 
Randolph Field to take over 
their duties in Pi.M, replacing 
the Brooks Field PLM men 
transferred to Frederick, Enid 
and Pampa Army Airfields. 


Post Theater Books 
Te Be Cancelled 


The Post Theater office has 
announced that all Post Thea- 
ters coupon books will be can- 
celled by March 23, 1945, in 
accordance with a new WD 
order. 

No more, coupen books will 
be sold at the theater, C.W.O. 
McCormick L. Clifton said. All 
military personnel wh have 
theater coupon books in their 
possession should either ise the 
tickets or turn them in for re- 
funds before the deadline. 


ere 


Lucky Bomb-Run Wipes Out Nazis 


When officer-students of the 
Central Instructors’ School here 
begin swapping stories about 
combat experiences an enter- 
prising reporter would do well 
to keep a pencil and paper 
handy. He'll come up with a 
story every time. Lt. Howard 
“Bud” James, veteran of 255 
combat hours in his favorite 
airplane, the B-17, had this one 
to tell about a bombing mission 
over France not long ago: 


“The weather was rough that 


morning, and we were unable 
to see our target. Hunting for 
an alternate, we ran across an 
airfield and moved in for the 
bombing run, meeting up with 
the worst flak I had ever seen. 
The lead plane dropped its 
bombs, and we all followed suit. 

“To our utter disgust we saw 
the bombs clear the airfield by 
several miles and land in a 
small French town, leveling 
every building. Back at the 
base we learned that a malfunc- 
tion in either the bombsight or 
bomb rack of the lead ship had 


caused the trouble, and we were 
a sorry bunch. 

“Some time later Intelligence 
came through with a report ihat 
this “little French town” had 
been taken over by the Ger- 
mans. All of the French people 
had been evacuated, and over 
5.000 Nazi troops quartered 
there. We had practically wiped 
out the outfit.” 

Lt. James holds the DFC and 
the Air Medal with three clus- 
ters. He is married and ex- 
pects an heir to the James for- 
tune in March. 
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Below Standard 
EM Discharges 
Discontinued 


Effective immediately, dis- 
charges of enlisted men below 
the induction standards for lim- 
ited service have been discon- 
tinued. The original order which 
permitted such discharges (WD 
Circular 370), dated Sept. 12, 
1944, has been rescinded. 


This information was con- 
tained in a WD AGO teletype, 
which also stated that process- 
ing for discharge under Circular 
370 will be completed for all 
enlisted men whose shipment 
orders have already been pub- 
lished, those en route to sepa- 
ration centers and those pres- 
ently at separation centers. 


Ground Forces Vets 
On Orientation Bill 


Brooks Field personnel will 
have a chance to learn what the 
soldier in other branches of the 
service is up against when men 
from the Infantry, Field Artil- 
lery and Combat Engineers are 
interviewed on next week's ori- 
entation program. 


Returned veterans of these 
ground-pounding combat arms 
will describe their experiences 
in many parts of the world. 


PFC. DECORATES COMPANION—When a deluge of Pfc. 
given to enlisted men here last week, Pfc. Arthur Jolley, 
giant Good Conduct Ribbon and Pfc. stripe as a gag. 
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New Page Size 
For Observer 


The Observer greets Brooks 
Field with a new, larger 
paper this week. The page 
size has been increased, al- 
lowing for four columns in- 
stead of the previous three 

This step was taken in or- 
der to conform with an order 
of General H. H. Arnold, 
asking that all AAF field 
papers be standardized into 
certain page sizes. 

Result of the change, we 
believe, will be a_ better 
Observer, with several fea- 
tures now included which we 
were not able to carry be- 
fore.—Editor’s Note. 


Brocks Ladies Club 
Honors Mrs. Childre 


A gift to Mrs. C. H. Childre, 
wife of Brooks Field’s former 
commander, was presented 
Tuesday afternoon at a lunch- 
eon-meeting of the Ladies’ Club. 


Among other business con- 
ducted at the meeting was the 
presentation to the ladies of 
wings signifying membership in 
the National Association of Air 
Forces Women with which the 
Brooks Ladies’ Club is affili- 
ated. 


Louis H. Kunkel of the Post Photo section. 
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CFIC Seeks Pilot Officers 
For Helicopter Training 


Central Flying Training Command headquarters 
Randolph Field has issued a call for a limited numbe 
pilot officers for helicopter pilot training. 

CFTC Letter 50-3-1, containing the request, stutes, 


in part: 
“To be eligible for this 


Former Brooksman 
Deputy at CFTC 


Col. Ralph E. Holmes, former 
chief of the materiel division for 
the AAF Central Flying Train- 
ing Command, has been ap- 
pointed Deputy Chief of Staff 
for the Command, it was an- 
nounced by Brig. Gen. Walter 
F. Kraus, commanding general 


Col. Holmes, a rated com- 
mand pilot and qualified as an 
aircraft and bailvon observer, 
came to CFIC headquarters in 
July, 1944, from iubbock Army 
Air Field, Yex., where he had 
been serving as commanding 
officer. He is a graduate of 
the Air Forces Trsming School 
at Chanute Vield, fil., and the 
Air Forces Tactical School at 
Maxwell Field, Ala. 

Until 1941, Col. Holmes was 


a squadron commander at 
Brooks Field. 


ratings and Good Conduct medals were 
Personnel Service office, made this 
Pfc. Jolley is shown “decorating” Pfc. 


type of training applic 
must meet the following 
fications: 

“(a) Must be a Flight (ffi 
cer, Second Lieutenant or firs 
Lieutenant. No application from 
personnel above the rank o/ 
First Lieutenant will be 
sidered 

“(b) Must be a rated pilot 
or service pilot on flying status. 

“(e) Must volunteer for Heli- 
copter Pilot Training with the 
understanding that upon 
cessful completion of such 
training. Helicopter Pilot will 
be primary duty assignment. 

“(d) The Helicopter Pilot 
course is of six weeks’ dura- 
tion. The training requires 
tedious concentration, and only 
pilots who are genuinely inter- 
ested in flying rotary wing air- 
eraft should apply.” 

No waivers on these require- 
ments will be granted, the let- 
ter states. 

Sikorsky R-4 Used 

The Sikorsky R-4 Helicopter. 
which has already taken part in 
combat and in rescue work, is 
the basic Army craft of 
type. 
men, 

Advantages of the helicopter 
lie in its hovering capabilities 
and the small size of landing 
and take-off area needed. Ob- 
servation, supply carrying and 
delivery, rescue work and anti- 
submarine patrol are among 
the military duties it can use- 
fully perform. 

See Action in Burma 

Sikorsky R-4’s were used by 
the Air Forees in action for 
the first time in the invasion 
of Burma, where they cvacuat- 
ed wounded from points 
cessible by other 
transportation. 


Neighbors of the South 


Like to know your neighbors 
better? The Information-Edu- 
cation department will shortly 
be out with a pamphlet telling 
everything that is new, unusual, 
and interesting about those col- 
orful countries of South Amer- 
ica which are the subjects of 
America’s much discussed Good 
Neighbor policy. Look for it in 
the section dayrooms and in 
Bldg. 24, the War Information 
Room. 


nts 


con- 


suc 


this 
It carries a crew of two 


Inac- 
means of 


Page Three 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


*FEYEING 
The NEWS — 


By Pvt. Beb England 
~4ED A TEAR for Cpl. Ray- 
N. Lipseomb of Muncie, 
na. On duty at an 
island outpost of the Pan- 
Coast Artillery Command, 
omb sent his girl friend 
ve States a pair of silk 
ings —available only in 
1 America. The hapless 
eceived a sweet “thank 
note from the gal. She 
iked the stockings so much 
she had worn them at her 


\ding—to another man! 
7 * eo 


iso- 


fHE KANSAS CITY plant 
{ the North American Aviation 

mpany, birthplace of many 

ur Brooks Field B-25s, is 
cing into the production of a 
new type fighter plane for the 
j A.F.. No details of the 
jew fighter have been released 
but the K. C. factory was sched- 
uled to cease production of the 
8-25 Mitchell Bombers a month 


ago. 
> * * 


THE ARMY HAS ADDED 
something new to our GI diet. 
lanned for overseas use in the 
field is a new canned hambur- 
ger that can be eaten hot or 
Packed two to a can, with 
salt and pepper added and with 
a charcoal-broiled flavor, the 

mburgers are best when 
heated. May we suggest an ap- 
propriate name: Cannedbur- 


cold, 


gers 
. @, a 


FROM A BUCK PRIVATE 
of the 20th Fighter Group to a 
full Colonel and commanding 
effieer of the same outfit in 

riand in eight years is the 

ve record of Colonel Har- 

id J. Rau. From 1932 to 19335 

was with the 20th Pursuit 

efore going to Randolph 
for air crew training. The 
ig year he received his 
reserve commission. The 34- 
sd colonel pinned on the 
s last March. 
a ? = 

' AN EMBARKATION city 
‘ther day a kindly Catho- 
idy noticed a young Navy 
lieutenant praying alone in her 
chich. The two met leaving 
the -hurch and she spoke to the 
lad and complimented him on 
being so devout. “I suppose,” 
she said, “you'll be going over- 
seas soon.” The young officer 
said that he was. Once more 
the lady praised his faithful- 
fulness and in parting asked 
him just what he did in the 
Navy. “T am,” replied the clean- 

cut efficer, “ a chaplain.” 
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VALENTINE GREETINGS 


FOR A HUSBAND OVERSEAS— 


Mrs. Paul A. Light, secretary to Lt. Col. H. G. Barrett, com- 
manding officer, posed for this Valentine photo to send her 
husband, Maj. Paul A. Light, stationed in the ETO. 


Combat Vets Saw Blitz 


The average combat veteran 
at Brooks has returned to the 
States within the past six 
months from anyone of nine 
theaters of action and from any 
type of assignment in the Air 
Forces. The majority of Brooks 
veterans have helped the Eng- 
lish “sweat out” the blitz. 


Among returnees from the 
European theater of action, in 
addition to those listed in last 
week's Observer, are: Sgts. 
Russell H. Beasley, Harold F. 
Bemberg, William M. Gulledge, 
Edward W. Jahnke, A. H. Me- 
Dermott, Walter <A. Rector, 
James A. Rector, James D. Rule, 
W. B. Strickland and Robert 


L. Young; Cpls. Boisillie An- 
dres, Joseph DeMaria, Joseph 
Kroll, John G. Mikula and Lon- 
nie H. Padgett; Pfes. Bernard 
R. Eisele and Aaron C. Tusing, 
and Pyts. Hiram W. Johnson 
and John -P. Rusicgno. 

Vets of other theatres will 
be named in future issues of the 
Observer. 


Hands Off, Fellows! 

New York City (CNS)—Some 
New York girls, with husbands 
and sweethearts in the armed 
services, have appeared on 
Gotham’s streets wearing a 
lapel decoration designed to let 
home front wolves know they 
are out of circulation. 


Prices Well 
Below Ceiling 
At Commissary 


With prices consistently set 
below ceiling and stocks of but- 
ter (in 1-lb. quantities), bacon, 
fruit juices and jello still avail- 
able for families of military 
personnel, it is no wonder that 
the Sales Commissary is doing 
a rushing business these days. 
Although open only between the 
hours of 8:00 and 12:30 a. m., 
the Commissary grosses $7000 
to $8000 per month. 

A small staff headed by 1st 
Lt. Julius Blaushield and M/Sgt. 
Bernard J. Migura handles the 
large bulk of individual sales. 
Supplying mess halls with food 
is another function of the com- 
missary. 

Typical of the low prices of- 
fered are: eggs, 47¢ per dozen; 
butter, 42¢ per lb., and bacon 
(sliced), 30c per Ib. 


Who Said New York 
Was a Modern City 


New York City (ALNS) — 
They are still going out in the 
yard to pump the water they 
want, just as did their pioneer 
forebears, here in New York 
City. At least, the families in 
837 houses in this metropolitan 
eenter are doing so, according 
to a survey recently made. 


Fewer “PT” Casualties 

Maj. Carroll W. Cox, Ground 
Safety officer, has commended 
the PT department for the-low 
number of PT “casualties” this 
past month. There were only 
two accidents in the PT de- 
partment reported this past 
month, in comparison to nine 
or ten per month reported in 
the past. 


MAIL CLERKS SWORN IN AT POSTOFFICE— Brooks mail clerks were sworn in as Army Mail 


clerks at the downtown postoffice Saturday. 


Pictured taking the oath before Postmaster Dan 


Quill of San Antonio are, Army Mail Clerks: T/Sgt. Frank L. Tissier and Cpl Jack Z. L. 
Cherry, Asst. Mail Clerks: S/Sgt. William S. Shapiro, Sgt. Johnnie G, Booker, Jr., Sgt. Elmer 


D. Fischer, Cpl. Frank F. Labrusciano, Cpl. Melida L. Roberts, Cpl. 


Carl W. Steiger, Pvt. 


Adolph H. Russi, Jr.. Pvt. Electra Montes and Cpl. Joe Gartner. 
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Crack Fives 
Meet Friday 
In AAF Bill 


San Antonio and Army bas- 
ketball 
the 
of the year next Friday night, 
7:30, when Wright Field's crack 


fans will be treated to 
best local basketball show 


quintet faces an All-Star Serv- 
ice League team in a game to 
raise funds for the AAF Aid 
Society. 

Two crack Brooks Field play- 
ers—Jack Crotty and Maurie 
Gray—have been named to play 
with the local All-Star aggre- 
gation. 

The Wright Field team is re- 
puted to be one of the strong- 
est service quintets in the coun- 
try, made up of outstanding 
professional and college play- 
ers. The team has been touring 
service commands for the AAF 
Aid Society. 

Acmission to the game will 
be 35 cents for enlisted person- 
nel and 70 cents for officers 
and civilians. 

Hondo ané Stinson airfields 
will clash in a preliminary con- 
test. 


Wacs, Varsity 
Play Friday 


An attractive doubleheader 
basketball card was scheduled 
for the EM gym Friday night 
(Feb. 9), with both the Wacs 
and Brooks Varsity facing the 
leaders in their respective 
leagues 

The Wacs were pitted against 
the undefeated hoopsters of 
Fort Sam Houston, sho downed 
the Brooks sextet in an early 
season game. Our girls wil] be 
after their fifth straight win. 

The Cadet Center power- 
house, currently in sole posses- 
sion of first place in the Service 
League, was a heavy favorite to 
down the Ganders in the second 
game of the twin-bill. Brooks 
lost to Normoyle Monday night, 
keeping the Ganders in a sixth- 
place tie with Kelly Field. 


Brooks Crowd Largest 


By far the largest crowds at 
the Gloves Wednesday and 
Thursday night were turned out 
by Brooks Field. Led by Tom 
Attra’s PT buddies, an organiz- 
ed cheering section sent Ter- 
rible Tommy, Jim McLynn and 
Wallace Shewmaker on to 
championships. 
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SWEET DREAMS FOR FLOYD PAYNE—Tommy Attra, 
Brocks entry for the light-heavy crown, has just floored 
Payne in 1:44 of the initial round Wednesday night at the 
Anditorium. This photo was made right after Attra had 


connected with a vicious left hook to Payne's jaw. 


Terrible 


Tommy went on to KO Manuel Cocio Thursday for the title. 
Attra leaves Tuesday: for the State iinals to be held in 


Ft. Worth. 


Photo courtesy of Bill Goodsperd, S. A. 


Express 


Two KOs Win Crowis For Attra 


Likeable, easy goin’ Tommy 
Attra proved at the Municipal 
Auditorium Wednesday and 
Thursday nights that inside the 
squared ring he’s a killer. De- 
fending his district Golden 
Gloves light-heavy title before 
a large crowd, with hur.‘reds of 
Brooksmen eheering him on, 
Tommy polished off Floyd 
Payne of Randolph with a ter- 
rific left hook Wednesday, then 
came back the next night to win 
a TKO over Manuel Cocio of 
Kelly, with that same left hook 
doing most of the camage. 


Terrible Tommy's sizhts have 
now been raised for the State 
title in Fort Worth next week, 
and beyond that the National 
light-heavy crown in Chicago, 
the crown he wore in 1942. 


Attra was not the oniy slug- 
ger to hold up Brooks’ name at 
the Gloves. Light-heavy Jim 
McLynn leoked like a champ 
in his two novice huts, kayo- 
ing Tommy Stout of Normoyle 


-in 1:37 of the first ronra Wed- 


nesday night, then easly out- 
boxing Psi Crewcer of Marfa 


Airfield to win the novice title 
by unanimous decision. 
Heavyweight Wallace Shew- 
maker fought only once in the 
novice tourney, but in that fight 
he upheld the tradition of crack 
Brooks’ fighting men by polish- 
ing off “Li'l Abner” Ammamm 
in just 55 seconds of the second 
round with a hard right cross. 
Tommy Attra. of course, was 
the big show—not only for the 
large Brooks crowd, but for ev- 


eryone present. His knockout 
of Payne Wednesday came with 
stunning suddenness. 

This set the stage for the big 
finale with rugged Cocio, who 
has a powerful right chop. The 
first round was comparatively 
quiet, with Attra warming up. 
Early in the second round, how- 
ever, Attra caught the Kelly 
battler with a hard left smash 
that left him groggy, The ref 
had to stop the fight. 


Tourneys Set to Begin 


Inter-mural tournaments in basketball and volley- 
ball will begin next week, the P. T. Department has an- 
nounced. The volleyball tournament will determine the 


two Brooks Field entries in an 
inter-post round scheduled for 
March 15 in the Brooks gym. 
Teams from surrounding fields 
will take part. Randolph Field 
won a similar tournament here 
last year. 

A seeond couble-elimination 
tournament is planned for bas- 
ketball. Section C went unde- 
feated through the recent bas- 


ketball league to win handily. 
The Administrative Officers 
were runners-up. 

All sections and departments 
planning to enter teams for 
volleyball or basketball must 
phone the PT Department (226) 
immediately. All enlisted and 
officer teams, including CIS, 
are eligible to take part. 
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ONCE OVER THE 
FIELD 


By Sgt. Bernard Stepensky 


SO MANY GOOD FRIENDS 
have pulled out for other parts, 
we hardly know where to begin. 
Men like Grady Zachary, Sam 
Laurie, Muskie Misuraca, Larry 
Engelberg, were buddies and co- 
workers .. . not to mention four 
stalwarts of the Observer, past 
and present—John Clark, Frank 
Jasso, Jack Strimban and Bob 
England. Hail and farewell, fel- 
lows, and keep punching! 

- 7 > > 

WHILE STATIONED IN 
ENGLAND. T Sgt. James L. 
Schneider of Personal Equip- 
ment ran into a shortage of 
transportation. So he and a pal 
upped and bought them a horse 
to get around on. Also some 
chickens, to help provice a hal- 
anced diet ... Prior to leaving 
Brooks, Pfe. Larry Engelberg 
made arrangements for his per- 
sonal affairs, naming power of 
attorney, etc. His most prized 
possession, a well-stocked ad- 
dress book, he turned over to 
Jack Strimban, a bosom friend. 
Now Jack too has shipped. Can 
anyone use a slightly used ad- 
dress book? ... 

s > _ 


CPL. JACK CHERRY, our 
best source of news, was sworn 
in as an Army Mail Clerk this 
week by San Antonio's postal 
hig-wic, Dan Quill. “Have a ci- 
gar, Dan,” said Mr. Five-by- 
Five. “I may be running for 
governor some day and need 
your help.” 


ONCE OVER LIGHTLY—In 
the Weather Squadron here is 
one Pfc. Theodore Panagioto- 
poulos (gulp), and payroll 
clerks says that if he had a 
middle initial the entire payroll 
system might have to be revised 
—the name would not fit on a 
single line , . . Section C boasts 
Set. Albert J. Sergeant, anoth- 
er GI who must have trouble 


Male Call 


WAS, NOTHIN’ BUT | HELLO... YES, THIS IS 
A B.A.R, AN’ NOT | MISS LACE... OH, SOT. 


Ahe’s been gone . 
/ 2 i “acti ” 
ey , our “Interesting People 


CALL WHEN YOU GoT 
BACK?.... THATS NICE 
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Such Interesting People . . . 


Magician on a Typewriter 


By Set. Dave Jones 

We have always hac profound 
respect an’ admiration for any- 
one who, was mechanically in- 
clined and eapable of taking 
some piece of machinery apart 
and putting it back together. 
Our one ‘ant only experience 
with an alarm clock taught us 
that mechanics were born and 
not made. Cpl, Ermond A. Wict- 
zel, office machine service man 
here, always astonishes us with 
the ease and rapicity with 
which he locates the ailments in 
a typewriter and makes the 
necessary repairs. 

Wietzel always arrives with 
his little black bag when he is 
called on to make repairs on a 
typewriter. Like a magician 
preparing to pull off his most 
mysterious tricks he takes out 
his tools, locates the trouble- 
some part and makes his re- 
pairs. 

Wietzel ought to know his 
business for he has become so 
proficient in his line that he 
can do his work blindfolded. 
The average working typewriter 
has about 3500 parts, according 
to Wietzel, which gives you an 
idea about the skill required for 
repairing one. 

Wietzel, who is 38 and mar- 
ried, has been following this 
line of work for 22 years. He 
got his start working on type- 
writers when the city of San 
Antonio had a bad flood back 
in 1922. Thousands of machines 
were damaged in the flood and 
young Ermond helped typewrit- 
er mechanics do the repair 
work. Later he was connected 
with L. C. Smith & Corona 


CPL. ERMOND A. WIETZEL 


Typewriters, Inc., and was serv- 
ice supervisor for this concern 
for 15 years, leaving to become 
a salesman for the same outfit. 

Wietzel is something of a su- 
per-salesman also; he has sold 
hundreds of typewriters to Ar- 
my posts, banks, financial in- 
stitutions and colleges. Part of 
his work before he was induct- 
ed in the services was calling 
on the C.0.’s of the various 
Army bases in San Antonio and 
selling them typewriters. 

When questioned about post- 
war plans Wietzel stated: “I 
have had two offers from type- 
writer concerns to take an agen- 
ey after the war. I guess that 
I will either take one of these 
or go back to selling typewrit- 
ers once more.” 


Darn this machine!X%!)/! 
Take over, Cpl. Wietzel! 


making people believe him when 
he answers the phone... A vi- 
sitor this week was Sgt. Oscar 
Moore, streamlined since he left 
for Keesler Field. Oscar has 
lost 28 pounds in the few weeks 
. . James Lind- 


of last week, made Pfe., Good 


.."Browneats” 
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THIS WEEK 


SATURDAY — NCO Club 
the Brooks Field 
and a new floor 


dance with 
show. At the Cinema, “House 
of Frankenstein” and “The Big 
Showoff.” 


SUNDAY—“Roughly 


Speak- 
with Rosalind Russell and 
Jack Carson at the theatre. A 
light comedy opus that should 
be good entertainment for all é 


the family. 

MONDAY—“Roughly Speak- 
ing” still at the theatre, if you 
missed it Sunday. 


ing,’ 


TUESDAY — Service Center 
regular weekly dance honoring 
a new Brooks Service Center 
queen to be announced this 
week. For lovers of heavy 
drama and mystery, Charles 
Laughton and Ella Raines will 
keep moviegoers in suspense in 
“The Suspect.” a thriller at the 
movie emporium. 


WEDNESDAY—If you pre- 
fer the movies, you can 
“Eadie Was a Lady.” 
night at the NCO Club. 


see 


- THURSDAY —“This Mans 
Navy,” at the movie house with 
plenty of belly laffs promised 
Wallace Beery fans. James 
Gleason is also in the cast. 


FRIDAY—“This 
Navy,” at the cinema. 


Man's 


stripe, all in one day . .. Say- 
ing hello from India—Sgt. John 
Cooney, one-time Sec. A man 
. .. Proud daddy of a baby girl 
—Lt. Vernon Mullen. It hap- 
pene! Sunday ... Top number 
on the Hit Parade is still “Don't 
Fence Me In,” which also must 


by Milton Caniff. creator of “Terry and the Pirates” 


SURE YOU CAN! WAKE 
JT SATURDAY... 


WHEN DID You GET IN? |} \ 


rate high as a theme song for 
the Nazis - Maj. Ezra F. 
Nendell did all right by his 
Alamo Field gang, buying up 
25 tickets to the Président’s 
Ball and treating them all to 
the affair. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


Game £ 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


$* 
¥ 


THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


— 


THIS PAC. IS UNCLASSIFIED 


4 . 


; 


ate 


Pe * i  v 
# ay /.S 


At the post War-Information Center, Pvt. (OLT) John Zura addre 
men from his squadron on the LE egg of the war in Burope. As part of the fiela's hack 
ae mation-Education program, qualified personnel are selected from the Various squadrons to - 
= conduct special discussion meetings regarding leading war and peace aims, 
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three Brooks Field, Texas, enlisted men by Cpl. Phyllis Stephens of the field's War Infor- 


Up-to-date data concerning the U.S. Armed Forces Institute's educational courses is given | : ) 
mation Center. = 
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Easter services in the post chapel at Brooks Field, Texas, April 1, eal oak 
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Lt. Col Robert J. Bruton, Commanding ‘itinst ak NAA TAAL eoeneste. ak ee 
i Conawa te Gods Ro Se ee pe greater than 
| participation in War Bond purchases on the allotment plan civilian ae of the 
field. Right, bis thavies freuter, War Bond Officer, watches presentation, 
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Bond Drive 


Quotas Set 


With the announcement of the 
Brooks Field quota for the 7th 
War Loan drive—$190,618—it 
was revealed that every person 
on the field, military and civil- 
ian, will be given an individual 
quota on the basis of income to 
help put the post over the top. 


At a meeting Friday afternoon 
presided over by Lt. Col. Rob- 
ert J. Bruton, representatives 
of all departments made pians 
or the campaign which will last 

ptil July 7th. 


The individual quotas (listed 
below) were established by the 
CFTC for the three-month 
drive. They can be met by cash 
purchases of bonds or allot- 
ments in the following manner, 
W. O. Charlie Treuter, chair- 
man of the drive, announced: 


Present allotments will be 
credited toward the quota; all 
new or increased allotments 
will count three times the 
amount of the allotment. 


Bonds can be purchased at 
the finance office, bank or post 
office. Allotments by military 
personnel will be handled at the 
personal affairs office, Bldg. 51. 

Individuals quotas follow: 

ENLISTED PERSONNEL 
Pvt. and Pie. : $22.50 
Corporel 0.00 


Sergeant 5.00 
S/Sat., T/Set. M/Sat. 56.25 


OFFICER PERSONNEL 


FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT 


Perhaps God wanted him to fill a need 
Our little minds can never comprehend, 
And so, with unspent years in his kind hands, 
He went to help a well-beloved friend. 
A great American soldier has laid down his life for 
Freedom’s sake. There are no words powerful enough 
to write the epitaph of Franklin Delano Rceosevelt, who 
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In Mourting 


Memoral 
Rites Inday 
For President 


In barracks, homes and 
at their jobg this week-end 
Brooks Field widiers and 
civilians joineda Nation in 
mourning for th death of 
its beloved jeder, Pres. 
Franklin D. Rasevelt. 

Overcome bythe shock- 
ing news that ‘broght grief and 
sorrow to civilized peoples all 
over the world, fidd personnel 
remained at wartime duties 
with the firm asswance that the 
two great tasks ofthe late Pres- 
ident—Victory imthe war and 
a lasting peace—tere well in 
sight. 

Greatest source ¢ sorrow to 
the country that hai four times 
elected him president was the 
thought that Pre, Roosevelt 
did not live to seethe plans he 
had formulated beg fruit- 

Brooks Field’s American Flag 
went to half-mast a eight a.m 
Friday morning andwill remain 
at half-mast for 3@days. 

Memorial plans gw the field 
were scheduled for Saturday af- 
ternoon but final instructions 
for the services were awaited 
from 8th Service Command 
headquarters in Dallas as the 
Observer went to press. 


Veteran Officers 
Leave Brooks 


Two veteran Brooks officers, 
Lt. Col. Gilbert F. Noakes and 
Maj. Samuel L. Adair, bid fare- 
well to the field this week afte: 
more than four years service 
apiece at this station. Both of- 
ficers had reported here before 
the United States entered the 
war and played impertant roles 
in the history of the field. 


Lt. Col, Noakes, former di- 
rector of supply and mainten- 
ance, was commissi a 2nd 
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Bond Drive 


Quotas Set 


With the announcement of the 
Brooks Field quota for the 7th 
War Loan drive—$190,618—it 
was revealed that every person 
on the field, military and civil- 
ian, will be given an individual 
quota on the basis of income to 
help put the post over the top. 


At a meeting Friday afternoon 
presided over by Lt, Col, Rob- 
ert J. Bruton, representatives 
of all departments made plans 
or the campaign which will last 
itil July 7th, 


The individual quotas (listed 
below) were established by the 
CFTC for the three-month 
drive. They can be met by cash 
purchases of bonds or allot- 
ments in the following manner, 
W. O. Charlie Treuter, chair- 
man of the drive, announced: 


Present allotments will be 
credited toward the quota; all 
new or increased allotments 
count three times the 
amount of the allotment. 


Bonds can be purchased at 
the finance office, bank or post 
office. Allotments by military 
personnel will be handled at the 
personal affairs office, Bldg. 51. 

Individuals quotas follow: 

ENLISTED PERSONNEL 

s and Pte, 

ww) wl 


will 


af 
- T/Set.. M/Sat. 
OFPICER PERSONNEL 

Flying Non-flying 
2d Lt. FO, WOJG 315.00 = 90.80 
Ist Lt. CWO 150.00 190.00 
Captain S000 120,06 
Major 225.00 150.00 
Lt. Colornyt 250,00 175.00 
Colonel 00.00 200.00) 


CIVILIAN PERSONNEL 
or Tess 2 75.00 
Ow 
108,00 
112.56 
120,00 
145.00 
. 156.00 


tmeih = 


FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT 


Perhaps Ged wanted him to fill a need 

Our little minds can never comprehend, 

And so, with unspent years in his kind hands, 
He went to help a well-beloved friend. 


A great American soldier has laid down his life for 
Freedom's sake. There are no words powerful cnough 
to write the epitaph of Franklin Delano Reosevelt, who 
besides being the President. of the United States and our 
Commander-in-Chief, was to each of us a trusted friend. 


Let the tears in the e¥es of men and women all over 
the world, and the sense of loss that brings them even 
closer together, speak in tribute to one whose memory 
will be enshrined in our hearts forever , . . And God help 
us to keep the peace he died to secure! 


ourning 
Memoria: 
Rites Today 
For President 


In barracks, homes and 
at their jobs this week-end 
Brooks Field soldiers and 
civilians joineda Nation in 
mourning for the death of 
its beloved Jeajer, Pres. 
Franklin D. Rotsevelt. 

Overcome by the shock- 
ing news that brogght grief and 
sorrow > civilized peoples all 
over the world, fidd personnel 
remained at wartime duties 
with the firm assemnce that the 
two great tasks ofthe late Pres- 
ident—Victory im the war and 
a lasting peace=were well in 
sight. 

Greatest source sorrow to 
the country that had four times 
elected him presidnt was the 
thought that Pre Roos¢velt 
did not live to seethe plans he 
had formulated bear fruit. 

Brooks Field’s American Flag 
went to half-mast # eight a.m. 
Friday morning anéwill remain 
at half-mast for 2@days. 

Memorial plans a the field 
were scheduled for Saturday af- 
ternoon but final instructions 
for the services were awaited 
from 8th Service Command 
headquarters in Dallas as the 
Observer went to press. 


Veteran Officers 
Leave Brooks 


Two veteran Brooks officers, 
Lt. Col. Gilbert F. Noakes and 
Maj. Samuel L. Adair, bid fare- 
well to the field this week after 
more than four years service 
apiece at this station. Both of- 
ficers had reported bere before 
the United States the 
war and played important roles 
in the history of the field. 


Lt. Col. Noakes, former di- 
rector of supply and mainten- 
ance, was commissioned a 2nd 
lieutenant at Brooks in Novem- 
ber 1940 and rose rapidly to his 
present rank. 


entered 


Maj. Adair, a medical officer, 
held the post of flight surgeon. 

Their successors had not been 
named at presstime. 
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Field to Elect 
‘Sweetheart 
For Pageant 


A field-wide search opens this 
week for “The Sweetheart of 
Brooks Field.” 

To be chosen by popular bal- 
lot from among the pretty girls 
and Waes at work here, the win- 
ner will take part in a gala Wa- 
ter Pageant sponsored by the 
Red Cross at the Brooks swim- 
ming pool the night of May 25. 
She wil] also join in five similar 
pageants at other airfields, and 
in San Antonio. 

Open to all women at Brooks, 
the “Sweetheart” contest voting 
will run for four days—from 
April 21 to 24. Entries, how- 
ever, should come in from de- 
partments and squadrons be- 
ginning today, Saturday. Any- 
one can submit an entry, Pro- 
vided the girl agrees to con- 
test rules. Photos of all entries 
will be posted along with ballot 
boxes at strategic places around 
the field in order that personnel 
know just who they prefer. Bal- 
lots will be signed to prevent 
duplicate voting. Entries close 
April 18. 

Here are the contest rules: 

1. Anyone can submit 2 
Brooks Field girl's photo for 
entry in the contest. 

2. An entry must agree, if 
she wins, to take part in six 
water pageants — at Brooks, 
three other airfields and twice 
in San Antonio, all in May. 

3. The winner will have to 
wear a white evening gown at 
the pageants. 

The water pageant itself is ex- 
pected to be the most colorful 
show ever presented at Brooks 
Field. The show will star bath- 
ing beauty debutantes. 


Ladies Club Holds 
Luncheon-Review 


Ladies Club members meet at 
the Officers Club Tuesday aft- 
ernoon for their regular lunch- 
eon-book review, with “Family 
Portrait,” a play by Lenora Cof- 
fee and William Collins, 
uled for review by Miss Mar- 


Officers of the Ladies Club 
renewed their membership in- 
vitation to the wives of newly- 


cers. 
phone Mrs. Philip Hahn, Lam- 
bert 2-6549. 
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* Orientation Hours 
Move to War Room 
A change of scenery is 
in store for Orientation 
classes this week. Sched- 
uled as a “Get Acquaint- 
ed with the War Room” 
hour, classes will be held 
at the War Information 
Room, Bldg. 24, every day 
except Friday at 9, 10, 1, 
2 and 3. 
Personnel will report to 
the War Information 
Room where attendance 
will be checked. 
San Francisco Meeting 
Discussion Group Topic 

“What Can Be Expected At 
the San Francisco Conference,” 
will be the topic of discussion 
at the Crockett St. USO, 326 
E. Crockett St., Thursday at 
8:00 p.m. 


“The 9th Army crossed the 
Elbe today—Let’s move Ella’s 
‘Charlie’ again!” 

Not satisfied with generali- 
ties, the Wac sweethearts, 
wives, mothers and sisters of 
American doughboys battling 
both the Germans and the Japs 
don’t stop at indicating front 
lines of Allied armies on the 
war maps in their handsome 
new War Information Room. 
Tags are tacked up and neatly 
labeled with the names of the 
particular combat men close to 
the hearts of members of the 
detachment. 

There's “Ella's Charlie,” fi- 
ance of Cpl. Ella Fraccalieri 
whose tag has been pushed 
forward almost every day re- 
cently with the rapid strides 
of the 9th Army in Germany. 

“OQna’s Lloyd and Dick” oceu- 

py two labels on the Euro- 
pean map, avidly watched by 
their mother, Cpl. Ona Lietz. 

With a brother in China and 
several cousins im Germany, 
Pvt. Margaret Hearn moves 
from one map to the other in 
keeping up with the male con- 
tingent of the Hearn clan. 

It all started a few weeks ago 
when the Waes set out to estab- 
lish their own war-orientation 
room in the Wac area where 
they would be within a stone’s 
throw of leading, current news 
periodicals and up-to-date war 
maps. Now complete, the war 
room is easily the best squadro: 
orientation setup on the field. 

Credit for the attractive 
and popular room goes to Ist 
Lt. Margaret Grigor and Ist 
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Aircraft Shops RushThrough 
B-24 Modification froject 


Aircraft Shops at Brooks this week med & “rush 
order” job somewhat out of its line, bit ised speedy 
work to fulfill a rough schedule neve .. Twenty 


B-24 Liberators will be modified by pg > tive every 


week—although the men working on the®’ wwe never 
handled four-engine ships before. 


Variety Show Plays 
Rec Hall Thursday 


Mrs. S. Ear! Matheny’s Vari- 
ty Show, with a cast of 20, is 
scheduled to appear Thursday 
night, 8:15, at the Recreation 
Hall (Bldg. 127) for the enter- 
tainment of Brooks personnel. 

Featuring a number of sing- 
ing, dancing and comedy acts, 
the shew stars Barbara Elbel, 
the “little pin-up girl.” 
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Maps Spot Wacs Fighting Boy-triends 
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her cousins are on 
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J aspect fur many 
, above, Pvt. 
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Hernandez 
ive prother-in-law 


is held a prisoner of the Germans. acealieri, (stand- 
ing, left) shows where her fiance is standing, 
right) Cpl. Ona Lietz holds two streame h o sons in 
Europe 


Lt. Eva F. Hudnell, Wace of- 
ficers, and Cpl. Phyllis Stev- 
ens of the field’s war-orienta- 
tion department. 

Artistic Lt. Grigor added 
some decorative touches by 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


making and nailing along the 
maps’ borders @ number of foot- 
high, hand-c»lored figures of 
Allied and enemy soldiers in 
various positions, replete with 
helmet, rifle and bayonet. 
Page Three 
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| WHAT'S DOING | 
THIS WEEK 


SATURDAY —inema: “The 
Power of the Whistler,” starring 
Richard Dix api Janis Carter: 
plus a group af ort subjects, 
including a “Pssing Parade” 
film and a Phan‘sie cartoon. 

* sf 
SUNDA Y-—Cinema: Alan 
Ladd and Gail Russell form 
what promises tbe a dynamic 
team in “Saity QRurke,” at the 
post theater. 
> ”* 

MONDAY — (irema: “Salty 
O'Rourke,” still z movie house. 
* Be 

TUESDAY —(inema: “De- 
lightfully Dangerous,” with 

Jane Powell, Rals Bellamy and 
beautous Constane Moore. Free 
GI movies at Wi Information 
Center, featuring an issue of 
the Army-Navy screen Maga- 
zine on the “secesi battle of the 
Philippines.” Autentic shots of 
the Japanese fleein battle for- 
mation, and of U3 forces secur- 
ing foothold on Leyte. .Ladies 
Club luncheon ani book review 
at the Officers’ Jub. Service 
Center: Sqdn. Ciance, with a 

band. 

“ : 
WEDNESDAY-Cinema: Re- 
vival of the peular musical 

“Two Girls and @ Sailor,” star- 

ring Jimmy Durate, Van John- 

son, Gloria de Hen and effer- 

vescent June Alyson. A Li'l 

Abner cartoon titled “Kick- 

apoo Juice,” rounis out the bill. 

* @ . 


THURSDA\,— Cinema: 
“Brewster's Millio,” with Den- 
nis O'Keefe, June Havoe and 
ace entertainer Rochester: also 
Army-Navy Screes Mayazine 
and news reel, At the Recreation 
Hall (Bldg. 127): Mrs. s. Earl 
Matheny’s Variety Show. fea- 
turing singing, d ing and 
comedy acts. 

* * 

FRIDAY—Cinema: Re periti 
of Thursday’s bill. 


Male Call 
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ved Ganders Play Here Monday 


erste “HS 


Cart Kott 


/ 


CAN PLAY ANY POSITION 
BUT PREFERS THIRD BASE 


AN 
BY 


LAST YEAR'S BATTING 
AVERAGE - .364 


STAR PLAYER AND MGR. OF THE 
BROOKS FIELD GANDERS- 
14 YRS. IN THE TEXAS LEAGUE A REAL FIGHTER 


Bowlers Split With Hondo 
Brooks Field bowlers broke even in a pair of matches 


with the Hondo Comets last Saturday on the Navigators’ 
lanes, The No. 1 crew smashed out 2850 to outdistance 


Hondo by 116 sticks. The No. 2 
Ganders were far short of the 
Hondo second team’s 2552 for 
the three sessions. 


Capt. Chestney Bernhard rang 
the bell for 224-606 to lead the 
Brooks team, with Sgts. Carl 
Kott and Werner December eras- 
ing 204-601 and 225-575 for the 
next spots. 

Another entry, the fifth from 
Brooks, has enrolled in the bow!- 
ing tournament at the Main 
Center, April 21, The new entry, 
a Class B team, averages 797 
and is composed of the following 
headquarters personnel: S/ Sgt. 


John Reitzer, captain of the 
squad; Cpl. Hal Eriksen, Set. 
Homer Beene, Pfc. Joe Bourne, 
and Pfe. Orby Sides. 


Opener Nears 


Softball practice for the Wacs 
swings into high gear this week 
as the date for the season’s 
opener draws near. A five-team 
league, including Brooks, Hon- 
do, Kelly, Randolph and Ft. 
Sam begins play next Tuesday, 
but Brooks does not start until 
the following Tuesday, April 24, 
when Kelly will be our guest. 


by Milton Caniff, creator of "Terry and the Pirates” 


LETS USE THE 


1S, YOU LEAD A FELLes You'Re RIGHT, )| / SOFA...1’LL SLIP INTO 
ON — THEN, JUST WHEN :) GENERAL.../|| SOMETHING MORE 
6) 


y HE THINKS YOURE WILLIN, 
YOU BACK ovT! 


COMFORTABLE AND 
8E EIGHT WITH You 


by 61 KNEW YOU'D Look AT EM 

f iF I ASKED You Nice... 
THIS HERE is ONE I Took 
OF THE KID SISTER ON MY 
om LAST FUZLOUGH... 


New Blood Helps 
Infield Sparkle 


The sun came out over Li'l 
Siberia this week as the Gand- 
ers made ready for their see- 
ond practice session against 
SAACC's ’44 champions at 
Brooks Monday. Even dour 
old Mgr. Carl Knott was seen 
smiling, and the reason was 
plain to see on the Brooks dia- 
mond—the Ganders are looking 
good, 

Appearahce of talent among 
the new men from Blackland 
AAF and newly-arrived officers 


SAACC’s champion War- 
hawks defeated the Ganders 
in their opening practice game 
at the Cadet Center Thursday 
evening in a wild and wooly 
game, 14-8. Begun at five 
p.m., the game went through 


is the chief reason for the sud- 
den change. but improvement 
among the original recruits has 
also produced heartening  re- 
sults. The infield especially is 
sparkling, and kidder Kott has 
been heard to say. “I'm not so 
sure about my own chances of 
making the team.” 

Kott announced the fol- 
lowing tentative line-up for 
Monday's practice game. the 
first home game of the sea- 
son, at 3 p. m.: At short, 
Weber or Lach; first base, 
Schuyler; second base, Chay- 
ka; third base, Romano or 
Duquesnay; left field, Villa- 
real or Sciortino; center- 
field, Crotty; right field, Sim- 
unick or Smith; catcher, Rugh 
or Morcroft;  piteher, Czer- 
nikowski or Janowski. 

Blackland men who may start 
Monday are: Carrol Weber and 
Paul Duquesnay. <A pitcher, 
Sam Danna, has also looked 
good in workouts. Lt. Chayka, 
at second, is a bombardier. The 
appearance of Lt. Ralph -Mor- 
croft at practice meant his hurt 
hand had mended in quick time. 


Snappy Story 
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HEADQUARTER 
BROOKS FIELD, TEXAS 


Weekly Schedule Pilot Continuation Training 


, MONDAY, 16 APRIL 1945 
som ; ‘ 
’ , — - PHYS ICAL TNG 
oe 


1030-1120 
Her. 16 
1630-1720 
Her. 16 
1630-1720 
Her. 16 


PHYSICAL HG 
1630-1720 
1630-1720 
1030~1120 


gr, 16 


1030-1120 
Hgr. 16 


nga | tc ge 
3315-700 | “oegota we 

ape 
pace | 160-370 
5 


15 

Sqdn 

1 1630-1720 
gr. 6 
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THURSDAY, 19 APRIL 1945 


PHYSICAL THG 


1630-1720 
Egr. 16 


00-1215 13. ta eae 1630-1720 
Her. 13 Clase, © Code Room Sqdn, Area Her. 16 
1315-1700 | 08 20 07 20 copie 1030-1120 
és F-- aa nn feo 36 


si = 00 «| 0730-08 soe 1030-1120 
a 


“yarpay, 20 APRIL 19% 


PHYSICAL THG 


1030-1120 
Hgr. 16 


1315-1700 | 0730-06 1030-1120 
“ag Bee te 
0800-121 14 ip. peo 1630-1720 
cis Say a Es 
0800-1215 ake oo 1530-1620 1630-1720 
Her. 1 Clase. © Bode Room Sqdn, Area Hgr. 
ss SANURDAY, 21 APRIL 3945 
=e ee saSras HO 
0800-1215 | 1330-2420 gg 1530-1620 
Hgre.15,13 | Barracks Her. 16 
II & | 1315-1700 | 0830-0920 a 1030-1120 
vI . 15,13| Barracks Sqdn, Area __Here 16 
SUNDAY, 22 APRIL 1945 
DAY OFF 


By order of Lt. Colonel TAUTS: 
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Colonel EDMUND P. GAINES, Commanding Officer, hey Texas 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


With such an illustrious flying 
career behind him, one might think 
that Colonel Gaines would be con- 
tent to rest on his laurelsa—to reflect 
on the achievements of his famed 
|5ist Fighter Group—known as the 
'“Fiying Horse Group,” and its ac- 
;complishments in East China and 
| Indo China, But he finds little time 
for reminiscing for he is too busy 
running Brooks Field, and keeping 
proficient in the P-é1 fighter plane, 
over which he is most enthusiastic. 
“Like most pilots of my vintage,” he 
states, “I have flown everything 
from the 40 horse power Aero- 
Marine Klem to the B-17, and in 
its class the P-51 is a marvelous 
machine. It is a privilege to sit at 
its control. I ean think of nothing 
better except to fly a jet job which 
| is my next ambition.” 
| He thinks he has discovered the 
. = | Fountain of Youth. “Its flying,” he 
‘says, “if you fly "em high and fast.” 
In 1944, when he was 48 years old, 
he took a 60 hour fichter pilot's 
course, performing all combat 
manuevers and acrobats to 35,000 
feet altitude. He was 49 during his 
combat flying in China. 


He thinks flying is the most im- 
Portant function of the Air Forces 
and the individual pilot. Based on 
this attitude, and recent directives 
from the Army Air Forces, he is 
,concentrating the maximum atien- 
; tion and manpower on this all im- 
portant activitiy. As a result flying 
of the post complement at Brooks 
Field has increased approximately 
200%. 


Colonel Edmund P. Gaines 
C. 0. of Brooks Field 


Colonel Edmund P. 
of this station on March 


Gaines, assumed command 
5. He flew with the 186th 
Squadron in France in 1918, but his Di: PORONOE reals chaicsn wie abi tos seen 


full colonel and C. O. of the} service in the Caribbean and Philip. 
does not end there, As a bist Fighter Group based at Kum-| pines, took over Brooks Field pas 


ming, China he flew numerous com after his assicnment to the Third 
bat missions agaist the Japs in this/ Air Force. 


war. In 1917 Colonel Gaines received 
his wings at Wilbur Wright Field. 
Dayton, Ohio, 

The Sist Fighter Group which 
Colonel Gaines commanded in the} 
C.B.I. was based 400 miles back of) 
the front and flew operational mis- 
sions, mainly in cooperation with 
Army ground forces, With pride the 
colonel recalls one particular mis- 
sion when he, with his group, 
“swept highways and railroads in 
Indo-China, destroying several loco- 
motives, numbers of trucks, troops 
crossing ferries.” and with a twinkle, 
“one stream roller.” He personally 
is officially credited with destroy- 
ing two live locomotives on this 
| mission. 


y 


£ 
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“T am happy to be commanding 
officer of historic Brooks Field,” he 
stated, “it appears to be one of the 
best in the Air Force. The only 
apparent dificiency is a shortage of 
personnel. This will improve rapidity, 
though, as men enlist to take ad- 
vantage of a career in the Army 
Air Forces.” 

Colonel Gaines’ family, wife and 
daughter, reside in Tampa, Florida. 
His son, Edmund P. Jr, is a first 
lieutenant in the Air Corps at the 
age of 20 .and is serving as an en- 
#ineering officer with the Air 
Transport Command. He has his 
own private airplane, and is a pri- 
vate pilot, thus following in the 
GAINES aeronautical tradition, 
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Lt. Colonel ROBERT T. WILHITE, Base Executive, Brooks Field, Texas 


506-8 
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BROOKS ONLY TACTICAL OUTFIT 
WITH ’COPTERS IN THE STATES 


Historic Brooks field has always been hefore the public eye with some phase 
‘of aviation development. The old Flying Jenny’s, over two decades ago, when 
| flying was just a pup; the lighter-than-air dirigible, whose hanger was dis- 
‘mantled four years ago; and “kay-dets,” thousands of them, receiving their hard 


‘earned wings from the commanding officer, have made history here at 
ee | Brooks Field. Today, Brooks Field 
has the distinction of being the only 
tactical outfit in the continental 
United States that is assigned heti- 
copters. Attention focuses on this 
base because of the three peculiar- 
looking flying gadgets, ssmetimes 
called “hover-bugs,” “grasshoppers.” 
or “egg-beaters,’ but better known 
in Army circles as the R-5—the 
Army's largest and newest helicop- 
ter. While people marvel at the 
smooth flying, sleek P-51's which 
roar from the runway, their appe- 
tite for the unique is satisfied with 
the saucy ‘eopters which show-off 
by taking off straight up. landing 
without gliding, stopping in mid-air, 
fying backwards, and even side- 
ways. 
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Classification Pool 
1943-1944 


On July 31, 1943, there were 5? 
flyine officers assigned to Brooks 
Field to await re-assignment. At 
first they piloted non-pilot observers 
while awaiting re-assignment. By 
September 1, they wre formed into 
what was called a Combat Classifi- 
eation Pool, This pool which had 
been organized in July, was com- 
posed of officers who had been 
grounded for physical reasons, those 
who had not met the proper weight 
and height requirements for their 
assignments, and some who had 
failed to qualify in combat planes. 


Expansion Program 

If the first commanding officer of 
Brooks Field was to pass through 
the gates of the field today, he 
would no doubt be astonished at the 
improvements, for when the ominous 
sounds of war came, Brooks Field 
was expanded at a phenomenal rate, 
and in a short period took on the 
appearance of a clean little city 
with paved streets and well-planned 
construction. New and improved 
Tunways were built to provide for 
the fastest planes. Immense hangars 
were built to house the large B-25 
hombers. Here was a little city with 
a grim purposes” Substantial two- 
story, steam-heated barracks were 
erected, Lawns, flowers, and shrubs 
were planted. 


Wacs Came to Brooks 


Brooks will gradly vouch for the 
importance of the Army Air Corps 
WAC in taking the place of and tak- 
ipy her place by the American sol- 


| aicr. It would be impossible to 
enumerate all the tasks done by the 
WAC’s stationed on the field. 


Brooks in °45 and 46 


In the early gray days of Decem- 
ber, strange (to the eyes of incum- 
bent personnel) aircraft began t 
circle an? land at Brooks, A C-47 
with the insignia of the Third Air 
Force which was parked on the 
ramp was the cause of much specu- 
lation Finally the rumors were 
made official. The Training Com- 
; mand was leaving. 

With the Third Air Force came 
changes. A tactical outfit, they set 
up quonset huts and mobile photo 
labs. P-51's, the pilots dream of a 
ship, became a familiar sound as 
they were “reved up,” on the ramps. 
BRe-ribboned officers and men .many 
of them taking up their first state- 
side assignment in many months, 
blended into the Brooks Field 
echeme. Brooks was now a tacticel 
outfit. 


\9th Airforce Takes Over 


In the Spring of ‘46, still another 
chapter in the history of Brooks was 
written .The colorful Ninth Airforce 
patches blossomed on the sleeves of 
the military personnel. Aviation his- 
tory is still being made hera at 
mesquite-fringed Brooks Field 
Texas, 


C. 0’s OF BROOKS 


1917-18 Col. H. Conger Pratt 
(now Brigadier General, 
U.S.A.) 

Maj. L. A. Walton. 

Maj. John B. Brooks. 
Maj. John G. Thornell 
(Deceased) 

Maj. John A. Paeglow 
(now Colonel, retired). 
Maj. Ralph Royce (now 
Major General, AC). 
Maj. James E. Chapcy 
(now Major General, U. 


1918 
1918 
1919-21 
1921-22 
1922-25 


1925-27 
1927-30 


1930-31 


AC, Deceased). 

1934-35 Coi. Gerald C. Brant (now 
Major General.AC,  re- 
tired). | 

| 


FIELD NAMED AFTER 
SIDNEY J. BROOKS 


SIDNEY J. BROOKS 


Cadet Brooks whose portrait now 
hangs In the Officers’ Cluh was 
killed on the eve of his graduation. 
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C.0’s OF BROOKS 


1935-37 Col. Henry J. F. Miller 


1937-39 


1939- 
1939-40 


1940-43 


1943-44 
1944 
1915 


1945 


(now Major General, AC). 


Maj. Douglas Johnson 
(new Colonel, AC). 


Col. E A. Lohman. 
It. Col. G. M. Palmer 
(now Colonel, AC). 


Col, Stanton T. Smith 
(AC). 


Col. E. H. Underhill (AC). 
Col. A. L, Bump (AC), 
Lt. Col R. J. Burton 
(AC). 

Col, R. Heber (AC). 

Col. J. F. Thompson 
(AC). 

Col. W. W. Kaye (AC). 
Col. C. C. Chandler (AC), 
Brig. Ben. H. L. Sanders. 
Col, W. M. Prince (AC). 
Col. E. P. Gaines. 
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Gaines Assumes 
Brooks Command 


| Col. Edmund P. Gaines, veteran ie aed 
of two wars with more than 5900 of. nda: : 
hours of pilot time, has assumed . , 
command of Brooks field, 

| During World War I he flew 

in France with the 186th squad- 

‘ron. As commander of the 5ist 

Fighter group based in Kunming, 

China, he fiew in combat against 

jthe Japs in World War II. He 

|celebrated his 49th birthday dur- 

|ing combat flying in China, 

|_ His wife and daughter live in 

/Tampa and his son, Edmund P. 

'Gaines Jr., is a first lieutenant 

serving as engineering officer COL. E. P. GAINES 
‘with the Air Transport command. 5900 hours flying time. 
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Britain Gives DFC 
To Col. R. A. Berg 


4 — —_—— 


Col. Russell A. Berg, C. O. of the 
69th Reconnaissance Group, flew to 
Washington, D. C. recently to re- 
ceive the Distinguished FPlying 
Cross of the Bristish Empire. The) 
presentation wis made by the Right | 
Honorable Earl of Halifax K.C.G, at 
the Bristish Embassy Building. 

Several noted military aye 
were present at the ceremony; | 
among them, Chief of Army Air | 
Forces, Gen. Carl Spaatz, Admiral 
R. A. Spruance, U.S.N., and Marine 
Gen. H, B. Smith 

The award was presented to Col. 
Berg for his personal activity on a 
tactical mission in 1944. In a P-51 
Mustang the Colonel flew through 
some of the Germans’ most heavily 
defended areas of the Loire River 
valley"in Western France, to obtain 
visual accounts of the Nazi bases, 
which were directly needed by the 
Allied Headquarters. 

Col. Berg, who flew more than 50 
reconnaissance missions over Europe 
while a member of the 9th Air Force 
is a native of Chicago. He: holds in 
addition to the British Award, the 
American DFC, Bronze Star, Air 
Medal with 5 oak leaf clusters, Croix 
de Guerre with Palm, and TO rib- 
bon with 6 battle stars. 
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Lefore beginning the present day 
news of the 69th Reconnaissance 
Group, now stationed at Brooks 
Field, we offer a bit of historical 
data on the famed outfit. 

The 69th Recon Group, saw 
action with the 9th and ist Pro- 
visional Air Forces from March, 
1945 until V-E Day. Hagenau, 
France was the scene of their opera- 
tins. In August they returned to the 
United States and were preparing 
for redeployment to the Pacific 
theater, when the hostilities of 
World War HI came to a close, The 
unit then moved to Stuttgart where 
they were consolidated with the Tiétn 
Reconnaissance Group, a training 
unit equipped with B-25's, A-26's 
and P-51's, The 69th moved in to 
Brooks soon after the 3rd Air Force 
took over this installation in Dec- 
ember, 

The three divisions in the Group} 
are: The 22nd Tactical Recon | 
Squadron, the 29th Night Photo 
Squadron. and Group Headquarters. | 

And now to bring the news up to 
date... - 

Last week, in accordance with | 
War Department directives, all but! 
one officer and one enlisted man of | 
the 10th Tactical Recon Squadron | 
were transferred to the 22nd Squad- | 
ron, This merger should increase the ; 
strength of the 22nd considerably | 
with the addition of many skilled | 
Regular Army technicians. | 

**ee : 
Officers Named to Represent Unit 

‘The Group will be represented in| 
the Officers’ Mess and Club by the, 
following: Captains J. G. James, E. | 
Il. Bishop, and R. M. Davis; Lts. 
John Meierdierck, and Virgil Hei- | 
stand, : 

Four P-51 Mustangs participated 
in the review for Mexican officials 
recently held in Pope Field, 8. C. 
The P-51's provided escort for the 
Troop Carrier planes loaded with 
Airborne Infantry who made a prac-_ 
tice drop on Pope Field. They also. 
Inid a smoke screen for the para- | 
troopers near the drop ares. Pilots | 
were Major J. T. Garner, Lts. Paul | 
Hoza, Harry Utley, and Raymond) 
KH Conley. 
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Captain CHARLES L. SOUTH, Base S-1, Brooks Field, Texas 
506-35 
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PERSONNEL STATUS 


BASE S-2 


CAPT. CHARLES L. SOUTH INTL. OFF 


SEAS COLO La 


PHOTO OFFICER 
capT Ju wuaTn 
Y 


STATUS BOARD OF BASE 5-2 
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lst. Lieute CECIL J. SLAUGHTER, Provost Marshal, Brooks Field, Texas 
306-37 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED 


eld, Texas 
Lte Colonel WILLIAM A. TRIPPET, Base S~3, -gisanete * 0b? 
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